
Learning 
Homeworks



Learning Homework

Please check which topic you are studying with 
your teacher or use the plan below.

• Learning homework is for students to complete in their own 

time. They are designed to support the work done in class by 

teachers. Teachers will test this learning during normal lesson 

time.

• In addition we will assess students learning using formal 

assessments. The dates of these are below. Students (and 

parents) can help with improving student outcomes by ensuring 

the learning homework is done and that the revision checklist 

has been completed prior to these dates.

• We use the CGP Geography for Enquiring Minds (9-1) revision 

guides and these are given to all Y10 students. 
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Assessment Dates 2017-2018
Assessments will take place in lesson time during the weeks listed below.

Year 7

4th September - Baseline testing

13th November

26th February

18th June

Year 8

20th November

5th March

25th June

Year 10

9th October

4th December

29th January 

19th March

15th May

9th July

Year 9

27th November

12th March

2nd July

Year 11

16th October

4th December (PPE 1)

5th February

19th March (PPE 2)



Geographical 
Skills



Atlas- a book containing maps and charts.

Contents-a list showing what is in a book or atlas.

Contour line- a line drawn on a map to join places of equal height above sea level.

Distance – a measure of space between one place and another.

Direction- shown on a map by points of a compass.

Four figure grid references- A group of four figures to help find a square on an 
Ordnance Survey map.

Geography- the study of people and places.

Grid Square- an area on the map representing an area of ground.

Height – how high or low a place is measured in metres or feet above sea level

Human features-people built parts of the environment.  

Index- an alphabetical list of places with page references on an atlas.

Key- A list of signs and symbols on a map or diagram with an explanation of what 
they mean

Map- a drawing which shows part of the Earth’s surface from directly above at a 
reduced scale.

Ordnance Survey- the official government organisation who produce maps for the 
U.K.

Physical features- natural parts of the environment.

Physical map- a map showing natural features of the Earth such as mountains, rivers 
and height of the land.

Plan- a detailed map of an area.

Points of a compass- A method giving direction using north, south, east and west.

Political map- A map showing countries and places within them.

Relief- The shape of the land surface and height above sea level.

Satellite image- A photo taken from a satellite orbiting in space and sent back to 
earth.

Scale- The link between the distance on a map and it’s real distance on the ground.

Sketch map- A roughly drawn map which shows basic details.

Six figure grid reference- A group of six figures used to give an exact position on a 
map.

Symbol- A simple drawing or sign used to give information and save space on a map.

Learning Homework:
Geographical Skills



Distinctive 
Landscapes



Learning Homework:
Distinctive Landscapes

Key Word Meaning
abrasion the process of erosion in which rocks and other hard materials 

in water rub and wear away the rocks of a  water channel or 
coast, like a sand paper action.

afforestation planting trees to create new forests
attrition the process of erosion in which rocks in water bash into and 

wear each other down into smaller , rounder particles.
backwash the movement of waves down a beach.
biological 
weathering

breaking up of rocks caused by plants and animals

chemical 
weathering

the breakdown of material caused by the action of rainwater in 
rock

dry valley valley left after the river that formed the valley has 
disappeared , especially in areas of chalk

ecosystem a community of plants and animals  dependent on one another 
and the environment in which they live.

flash flooding flooding that appears very quickly as a result of heavy rain.
floodplain flat land along the sides of a river formed by silt and clay when 

the river floods.
freeze- thaw 
weathering

the breakdown of rock caused by a large variation between day 
and night temperatures

glacial period a colder period in the Earth’s history.
gorge a valley with high steep sides
hard 
engineering

human made structures that help to deal with natural hazards 
e.g. sea walls to help protect coastal erosion and flooding

hydraulic 
action

the process of erosion in which rocks are broken up by air 
being forced into cracks in rocks by water movement.

ice age a period of time when the Earth had permanent ice sheets.
interglacial 
period

a warmer period in the Earth’s history after a glacial period.

levee a river embankment caused by river material being deposited 
by river floods

longshore drift the process by which pebbles and beach material are 
transported along a beach.

meander a bend along the course of a river.



mechanical 
weathering

the breakdown of rock caused by temperature changes, 
especially on mountains or in the desert.

oxbow lake a crescent shaped lake formed when a river meander is cut 
off from the river and isolated

periglacial around the edge of areas covered in ice.
permafrost ground that is permanently frozen throughout the year.
Quaternary 
period

the time in history that began 2.6 million years ago and 
continues today including the Pleistocene epoch and the 
Holocene epoch.

rain shadow the leeward side of mountains where rain is not caused by 
relief rainfall

saltation the process in  which pebbles and small stones are bounced 
along a river

soft 
engineering

adaptations to work with nature to limit damage from 
natural hazards.

solution the process in which rocks slowly dissolve in water.
spit a long ridge of sand , shingle or other beach material 

attached to the land at one end but not the other
stack a column of rock surrounded by sea, once but no longer 

attached to the mainland
suspension the way that tiny particles of sand and silt are carried along 

within water
swash the movement of the wave up the beach
traction the process in which boulders and large stones are dragged 

along a river bed or sea floor.
water cycle the stores and flows of water in an ecosystem

Learning Homework:
Distinctive Landscapes







Revision Checklist: 
Distinctive Landscapes



Climate 
Change



Learning Homework:
Climate Change

Carbon dioxide atmospheric gas which contributes to the enhanced greenhouse effect

Carbon footprint
the amount of carbon emissions produced by individuals, organisations or 

communities

Climate change
the long-term change in global or regional climate due largely to increased 

levels of CO2 in the atmosphere

Climate change refugee
people who are forced to leave their homes and communities because of the 

impacts of climate change

Deforestation the clearing of trees to transform forest into cleared land

Eccentricity changes in the shape of Earth’s orbit

Enhanced greenhouse effect
the trapping of more of the Sun’s energy because of the cumulative effect 

of greenhouse gases, causing Earth’s temperature to increase

Flash flood flooding that appears very quickly as a result of heavy rain

Glacial period a colder period in Earth’s history

Global warming an increase in the average temperature of Earth’s atmosphere and oceans

Global warming potential the ability of a greenhouse gas to trap and absorb radiation

Greenhouse gas
a gas in the atmosphere, such as CO2, that acts like the glass roof on a 

greenhouse, increasing temperature

Holocene epoch
name given to the last 11 700 years ago, which is part of the Quaternary 

period

Ice age an period of time when Earth has permanent ice sheets

Ice core a tube of ice drilled out from the depth of an ice sheet

Interglacial period a warmer period in Earth’s history

Isotope
the same element but with different atomic mass, for example 16O and 
18O are both oxygen isotopes but 16O is lighter than 18O

Milankovitch cycles 
three distinct cycles of Earth’s orbit around the Sun (Eccentricity, 

Precession, Axial tilt) which scientists believe affect Earth’s climate

Natural greenhouse effect 
the natural process by which Earth is kept warm by gases that trap the 

Sun’s energy in the atmosphere

Obliquity changes in how Earth tilts on its axis

Pleistocene epoch
an epoch of time that lasted 2.6 million years ago to 11 700 years ago, 

when the Holocene epoch began, which is part of the Quaternary period

Precession the amount Earth wobbles on its axis

Quaternary period

the time period in Earth’s history that began about 2.6 million years ago 

and continues today; includes the Pleistocene epoch and the Holocene 

epoch

Radiation light and heat energy

Sea ice maximum the maximum area of the Arctic Ocean covered in ice in any year

Sea ice minimum the minimum area of the Arctic Ocean covered in ice in any year

Species refugee

animals and plants that move to different parts of the world as their natural 

habitat is threatened by climate change, such as warmer temperatures, 

different rainfall patterns and dry spells

Sunspot a temporary dark spot on the Sun’s surface caused by magnetic storms

Yield produce or provide (such as food yield from a farm)







Revision Checklist:
Climate Change
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Learning Homework:
Urban Futures

Advanced countries (ACS)
countries that are wealthy and have a wide range of jobs and many 

services

Alpha cities cities at the centre of world trade

Brownfield site
land that has been used, abandoned and now awaits reuse; often 

found in urban areas

Counter-urbanisation
the movement of people out of cities into the countryside and 

smaller towns

Deprivation
a lack of material benefits such as good-quality housing and access 

to services like health and education

Emerging and developing 

countries (EDCS)

country that is in transition from being a low-income developing 

country to an advanced country

Gentrification
the improvement of areas, leading to the influx of wealthier 

people to replace poorer residents

Green belt
open space around cities on which no further development is 

allowed

Inequality

differences between people, in terms of factors such as; poverty, 

wealth, wellbeing, employment opportunities, housing, education 

etc.

Informal sector casual employment

Infrastructure
a country’s transport and communication networks and essential 

services, such as train routes, water supply and hospitals

Integrated transport system where all forms of transport link together

Internal growth
growth of a population as a result of a higher live birth rate 

than death rate

International migration the movement of people from one country to another

Life expectancy the average age to which people can expect to live

Low-income developing 

countries (LIDCs)
a country that is poor, has a narrow range of jobs and few services

Megacity a city with a population over 10 million people

Metacity a city with a population of more than 20 million people

Migrant a person who moves from one place to live in another

Multi-cultural a mix of several different cultures or ethnic groups

National migration
when people move from one part of a country to another part 

of the country

Natural increase the difference between births and deaths

Overpopulation
population growth that exceeds the rate at which jobs and homes 

can be provided

Primary data information or data that you collect yourself

Pull factor a factor that encourages people to move to a place

Push factor a factor that encourages people to move from a place

Quality of life

how good a person’s life is, measured by such things of housing and

environment, access to education, healthcare, how secure people 

feel

and how happy they are with their lifestyle



Regeneration
improving run down areas by improving the housing and the

environment

Re-urbanisation the process of people moving back into city centres

Rural–urban migration movement of people from the countryside to cities

Secondary data
information that you can obtain from other sources, like the 

internet, newspapers, even textbooks

Slum
a crowded urban area where people live in inadequate housing and 

poor living conditions

Squatter settlement settlements where people build their own homes on available land

Suburbanisation the process by which suburbs grow as a city expands outwards

Sustainability

economic, social and environmental development to meet people’s 

needs now without compromising the ability of future generations 

to meet their needs

Trans-national company (TNC) a large company that operates in more than one country

Urban function

the roles that towns and cities provide, such as providing a place 

for people to trade, employment, entertainment and transport 

hubs

Urban regeneration

reversing the urban decline by modernising or redeveloping, aiming 

to

improve the local economy

Urban sprawl unplanned growth of urban areas into the surrounding rural areas

Urbanisation growth in the proportion of people living in towns and cities

Ward small area within a city

World city one of the most important cities in the global economy

Learning Homework:
Urban Futures







Revision Checklist:
Urban Futures
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Learning Homework: 
Sustaining Ecosystems

Keywords Meanings
Ecosystem Any community of plants and animals and the environment in which they live.

Sustainable 
management

Using resources carefully so that future generations can also use them to 
meet their needs.

Nutrient cycle The stores and flows of nutrients within an ecosystem

Biomass The mass or weight of living material
Litter Decomposing leaves on the ground
Soil A mixture of weathered rock and decomposed plants

Producers Organisms that harness the sun’s energy through the process of 
photosynthesis

Photosynthesis the process by which green plants and some other organisms use sunlight to 
make nutrients from carbon dioxide and water. Oxygen is made as a by-
product.

Consumers Organisms that eat other organisms
Food chain Producers and consumers linked within an ecosystem

Biomes Natural large scale ecosystems found around the World.

Flora Different forms of plants
Fauna Different forms of animals
Biodiversity The variety of plant and animal species
Water Cycle The movement and storage of water between land, sea and atmosphere.

Indigenous people The people who originated in a particular place.

Deforestation The clearing of trees to create open land
Afforestation The planting of trees in an area
Agroforestry Where trees and crops are grown together
Ecotourism A type of sustainable development and tourism  that aims to create local 

employment whilst  conserving the natural environment.

Albedo effect The amount a surface reflects the Sun’s rays back back into space.

Food Web Interconnected food chains that make up a large ecosystem

Permafrost The part of the ground that remains permanently frozen all year.

Active layer The upper layer of soil that thaws in summer.
Inuit people The traditional or indigenous people of the Arctic.
Fragile environment An environment that can easily be damaged by human activities such as 

resource exploitation.
Wilderness A wild, natural area in which few people live.
Arctic Council A regional government body devoted to environmental protection







Revision Checklist: 
Sustaining Ecosystems
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Learning Homework:
UK in the 21st Century

Key Word Meaning

Ageing population People living longer lives as life expectancy is higher.
Demographic 
Transition Model

A model that shows the changes a population is likely 
to go through over time.

Demography The study of the human population.
Dependency ratio The proportion of people under 16 or over 65 who 

depend on the working population.

Economic hub The focal point for the economy of a country or 
region.

Employment sectors Different types of industry that employ people.
Flexible working Being able to choose working hours and locations
Growth corridor A region of economic growth.
Hi-tech industry Industry centred on technology usually involving 

computers

Housing shortage Insufficient houses for potential buyers/tenants 
Immigration People moving into a country
Life expectancy The average age to which people can expect to live.
Net migration The difference between immigration and emigration.
Population density A measure of the number of people who live within a 

given area.

Population pyramid A graph showing population structure, including the 
breakdown of age and sex within a population.

Population structure The proportion of people of each age group in a 
population.

Post-industrial Changes have happened since 1960’s from an 
industrial economy to post industrial economy.

Quaternary industry Industry based on high-level information and 
research.

Relief rainfall Rainfall that occurs when clouds rise up over 
mountains.

Secondary industry Manufacturing industries including factories. 
Tertiary industry Service industries such as retail, education, health 

and care.







Revision Checklist:
UK in the 21st Century
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Learning Homework:
Global Hazards

Advanced country 

(AC)

country that is wealthy, has a wide range of jobs and many services

Aftershock small tremors that occur after an earthquake

Albedo effect the amount a surface reflects the Sun’s rays back into space

Anemometer instrument used to measure wind speed

Beaufort scale measure of wind speed, ranging from 0 (calm) to 12 (hurricane)

Climate the average weather recorded over at least a 30 year period

Climate zone area with a distinctive precipitation and prevailing winds patterns

Collision boundary where tectonic plates move towards each other, creating mountains

Composite volcano a steep volcano formed by alternate layers of lava and ash on 

destructive plate boundaries

Condenses gas turns into liquid

Conservative 

boundary

where tectonic plates move alongside each other

Constructive 

boundary

where tectonic plates move apart and new land is created

Continental crust the part of Earth’s crust that makes continents

Convection current pockets of warm air or liquid that rise, then cool and fall, in a 

circular motion

Core the centre of Earth

Coriolis effect the way the spinning of Earth makes winds veer to the right in the 

northern hemisphere and to the left in the southern hemisphere

Cyclone term given to a tropical storm in south-east Asia and Australia

Deep focus 

earthquake

an earthquake that starts 70–700 km below Earth’s surface

Deep ocean trench point at which two plates collide and a denser oceanic plate is 

subducted and bends downwards to form a trench in the ocean 

floor

Destructive 

boundary

where tectonic plates are forced together

Drought a period when there is much less precipitation over a specific time 

than is usual for an area, leading to water shortages

Earthquake a sudden or violent movement within the Earth’s crust followed by a 

series of aftershocks

Economic 

consequence

impacts that result in the loss of money

El Niño an event that occurs when weak trade winds blowing east to west 

allow surface temperatures to increase

Emergency (short-

term) aid

providing food, water, shelter and medical supplies immediately 

after a disaster

Emerging and 

developing country 

(EDC)

country that is in transition from being a low-income developing 

country to an advanced country



Environmental 

consequence

impacts that affect the natural environments

Epicentre the point on Earth’s surface directly above an earthquake’s focus

Evaporates liquid turns into gas

Evapotranspiration evaporation of water from plants and soil

Fault a crack in the Earth’s crust

Fissure cracks in the crust

Flash flooding flooding that appears very quickly as a result of heavy rain

Focus the source of an earthquake beneath the Earth’s surface

Fold mountains mountains formed when continental plate buckles

Front the boundary at which warm air and cool air meet

GIS Geographical Information System - a computer system that stores, 

analyses and presents different types of geographical data in map form

Global circulation 

system

the movement of air around the world

Hadley cell the largest section of the global circulation model, found above the 

tropics and caused by the heating and cooling of Earth’s atmosphere

Hazard extreme events that pose a threat to people’s lives and property

High pressure (belt) a cold air mass pressing down on Earth

Hotspot a place where lava rises up through very thin oceanic crust

Hurricane term given to a tropical storm in the USA and Caribbean

Hypothesis a statement that you try to prove to be correct or incorrect

Infrastructure a country’s transport and communication networks and essential services, 

such as train routes, water supply and hospitals

Insolation the radiation from the Sun that reaches Earth

Jet stream strong wind high in the atmosphere

Katabatic wind winds caused by air flowing downhill

La Niña an event that occurs when strong trade winds blowing east to west 

reduce surface temperatures

Lahar a mudflow of melted snow and volcanic ash released from a glacier melted 

by a volcano

Landslide a large body of soil and rock that slides down a steep slope

Lava melted rock that erupts from volcanoes

Lithosphere the outer part of Earth, consisting of the crust and upper mantle

Long-term aid help given to repair and rebuild after a disaster

Low pressure (belt) a warm air mass rising up from Earth

Low-income 

developing country 

(LIDC)

a country that is poor, has a narrow range of jobs and few services

Magnitude energy released in an earthquake, measured using the Richter scale

Mantle the layer of very hot rock below Earth’s crust

Mantle plume upwelling of molten rock in the mantle, which creates hotspots

Mercalli scale measure of earthquake intensity (strength), ranging from I to XII

Mid-ocean ridge a ridge of new rock under the ocean formed by eruptions of lava

Mitigation action taken to make something less severe



Non-governmental 

Organisation (NGO)

companies such as Oxfam that are run independently from government 

bodies

Oceanic crust Earth’s crust beneath the ocean

Plate boundaries where the edges of tectonic plates meet

Precipitation water vapour that is released from clouds and falls to Earth as rain, sleet, 

snow or hail

Prevailing wind wind from the most common direction in any given place

Primary consequence direct impacts from an event, such as strong winds in a storm damaging 

buildings

Pyroclastic flow torrent of hot ash, rock, gas and steam from a volcano

Radiation light and heat energy

Rain shadow the leeward side of mountains, where there is little rain

Richter scale measure of the energy (magnitude) released in an earthquake 

Ridge push new crust rises because it is warm and thin, creating a ridge and pushing 

older crust away

Rift valley a trench that forms on land when two plates move apart from each other

Saffir-Simpson 

scale

measure of wind speed in a tropical storm, ranging from Category 1 (118-

153 km/h) to Category 5 (over 249 km/h)

Secondary 

consequence

impacts from an event that occur in the days and weeks after, such as 

blocked roads or no clean water supply

Seismic (shock) wave fast waves of energy generated from the focus of an earthquake

Seismic gap an area along known faults that has not experienced earthquake activity 

for a long time

Shallow focus 

earthquake

an earthquake that starts within 70 km of Earth’s surface

Shield volcano a gently sloping volcano formed by runny lava, usually at a constructive 

plate boundary

Slab pull old crust is cooler and thicker than the hot mantle below, so it sinks into 

the mantle, which is believed to be the main driving force of the 

movement of plates

Social consequence impacts that affect people

Storm surge abnormal rises in sea level that occur when low air pressure raises sea 

levels, especially when a tropical storm nears land

Subduction when a dense oceanic plate is forced under a continental plate at a 

destructive boundary

Tectonic plates the huge segments of Earth’s crust

Tornado strong rotating winds that can reach 400 km/h, tornadoes are much 

smaller than tropical storms but still extremely hazardous as they can 

occur over both land and sea

Trade winds winds that blow from high- to low-pressure belts

Tropical storm a powerful, rotating storm in the tropics (also known as a cyclone, 

hurricane or typhoon)

Typhoon a tropical storm in the western North Pacific

Volcano an opening in the Earth’s crust from which lava, ash and gases erupt

Weather the day to day conditions of the atmosphere, for example, temperature, 

winds and rainfall

Wild fire uncontrollable burning of vegetation (such as moorland) caused by very 

dry and hot conditions
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Learning Homework:
Resource Reliance

Advanced country (AC) a country that is wealthy, has a wide range of jobs and many services

Agribusiness farming by large companies that grow food for profit on huge areas of land

Arithmetic rate the growth of something arithmetically (1,2,3,4,5…) 

Average daily calorie 

consumption

the average number of calories people in an area consume each day, which 

is used as a measure of food security

Biodiversity variety of plant and animal species

Biofuel fuel made from renewable plant material

Bottom-up aid
aid funded and carried out by non-governmental organisations (NGOs) in 

co-operation with local communities

Bottom-up approach
an approach to development or new projects that starts at the bottom, or 

community level

Bottom trawling

a destructive type of fishing in which huge nets are dragged along the 

seafloor, scooping up everything in their path and damaging seafloor 

ecosystems  

By-catch the unwanted fish and animals caught in huge fishing nets

Child mortality the death rate of children under five

Child stunting the proportion of children under five who are short for their age

Child wasting
the population of children under five who have low weight for their 

height

Commercial farming
a type of farming to produce crops to sell for a profit , which is usually 

highly mechanised

Commercial fishing catching fish to sell for profit  

Deforestation the clearing of trees to transform forest into cleared land

Demand
the desire to buy goods and services; the amount of a good or service 

people want to buy

Ecosystem a community of plants and animals, and the environment in which they live

Emerging and developing country 

(EDC)

a country that is in transition from being a low-income developing country 

to an advanced country

Energy
power, such as heat or electricity, produced from a resource such as oil, 

gas, coal or wind

Factory farming
a type of intensive farming in which animals are kept indoors in cramped 

conditions 

Fairtrade trade that gives farmers a fairer price for their products

Famine
an extreme shortage of food in an area that can lead to people becoming 

ill and dying



Learning Homework:
Resource Reliance

Food bank a place where food is given to people in need, free of charge

Food security
when all people at all times have access to sufficient, safe, nutritious 

food to maintain a healthy and active life

Food waste the amount of food grown for humans that gets lost or is wasted

Fracking
the method of obtaining gas and oil by blasting huge amounts of water 

mixed with sand and chemicals into the ground

Genetically modified (GM) crop
a crop developed by taking DNA from one species and inserting it into 

another

Geometric rate the growth of something geometrically (1,2,4,8, 16, etc.) 

Green Revolution
a period in the 1960s when scientists produced rice and wheat seeds by 

cross-breeding, which gave very high yields

Growth corridor a region of economic growth

Herbicide chemical used to kill weeds

Hub and out-grower model

a model for increasing food supply in which infrastructure in an area is 

improved to attract commercial farms who in turn make improvements 

that benefit local farmers 

Intensive farming
farming that uses large amounts of machinery, chemicals or labour to 

maximize the amount of food produced

Low-income developing country 

(LIDC)
a country that is poor, has a narrow range of jobs and few services

Mechanisation
the change from working mainly by hand or with animals to using machines 

and technology

Organic farming
the method of farming that bans the use of chemical fertilizers and 

pesticides

Over-fishing catching more fish than are replaced naturally

Peak oil when oil production reaches its maximum level before declining

Permaculture
a way of growing food that tries to achieve food security by copying 

nature

Pesticide chemical used to kill insects

Pollution harmful substances that contaminate the environment (land, air, water)

Purchasing Power Parity (PPP)
a way of measuring gross domestic product (GDP) that takes a country’s 

cost of living into account  

Reservoir a large tank or lake used for collecting and storing water 

Soil erosion
the wearing away of topsoil by natural forces, such as wind and water, or 

by some farming methods

Soil nutrient
nutrients in the soil that plants need to survive and which can be lost 

through over-farming

Stacking
a method of growing crops that allows more food to be grown in the same 

amount of space

Subsistence farming when farmers grow crops and animals to feed their own families

Supply
to provide something that is needed or wanted; the amount of something 

available for use

Undernourishment
the percentage of the population who don’t have enough food to be 

healthy
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Learning Homework:
Dynamic Development

Adult literacy rate the percentage of adults that are able to read

Advanced country (AC) a country that is wealthy, has a wide range of jobs and many services

Bi-lateral aid international aid given by one country to another

Bottom-up development
development funded and carried out by non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 

in co-operation with local communities

BRICs
the name given to a group of four countries - Brazil, Russia, India and China -

that have fast-growing economies 

Child mortality
the death rate of children under the age of five, which is used as a measure of 

a country’s level of development

Civil war a war between people of the same country

Colonialism the ruling of one country by another country

Colony
a country or area under the control of another country, and occupied by people 

from that country

Commodities goods that can be bought, sold or traded

Consumer industries industries that sell goods and services directly to consumers

Debt money that a person, organisation or country owes

Debt relief the total or partial cancellation of debts owed by LIDCs

Democratic

the belief in equality and freedom for all people; a form of government 

based on these beliefs and where people vote to choose their government 

leaders

Development an improvement in living standards through better use of resources

Economic development an increase in the total goods and services a country produces

Emerging and developing 

country (EDC)

a country that is in transition from being a low-income developing country 

to an advanced country

Foreign investment
when a company in one country invests in resources or buys into a company 

in another country 

Global price the price of products on the world market

Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
the total value of the goods and services produced by a country over a 

period of time

Gross national income (GNI) the sum of all the money earned in a country

Highly indebted poor country 

(HIPC)
countries with high levels of poverty and debt 

Human Development Index 

(HDI)

a measurement of development based on the indicators of wealth, health 

and education

Independence freedom from being ruled by another country

International aid
help that one country gives to another in times of need, taking the form 

of food, technology, money or advice

International trade the exchange of goods and services between countries

Investment
when a country or company puts money into another country in order to 

make a profit

Land-locked country
a country that is surrounded on all sides by other countries so has no 

direct access to a coast



Learning Homework:
Dynamic Development

Life expectancy the average age to which people can expect to live

Low-income developing country 

(LIDC)
a country that is poor, has a narrow range of jobs and few services

Migrant worker a person who moves to another country to work 

Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs)

minimum acceptable standards of living agreed by world leaders from 189 

countries in 2000 to cut world poverty by half in 2015

MINTs
the name given to a group of four countries - Mexico, Indonesia, Nigeria 

and Turkey - that have the potential to become major world economies

Multi-lateral aid
international aid given by countries through international organisations 

such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF)

Non-governmental organisation 

(NGO)

a not-for-profit organisation that is independent from a government and 

works to make life better for people, particularly the poor 

Political unrest protest or violence arising from dissatisfaction with the government

Purchasing Power Parity (PPP)
a way of measuring gross domestic product (GDP) that takes a country’s cost 

of living into account

Rostow’s model of economic 

development
a model of the stages of economic development

Sanitation infrastructure for drainage and sewerage

Short-term emergency relief
international aid to cope with the immediate problems caused by disasters 

like earthquakes and wars

Social development an improvement in human welfare to meet people’s needs

Sustainable development
economic, social and environmental development to meet people’s needs now 

without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs

Tax avoidance
when a company bends a country’s tax rules in order to reduce the amount of 

tax it pays 

Tax incentives
a reduction in taxes to encourage companies to do something that will help a 

country’s economy, such as start a business

Tied aid aid given to a country with specific conditions attached

Top-down development 
development funded and carried out by government or a large international 

organisation such as the World Bank

Trade the buying and selling of goods and services

Trans-national company (TNC) a large company that operates in more than one country

Uneven development when levels of development vary between and within countries
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