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Chantry Academy, Mallard Way 

Exam Question 

 Choose a turning point in your site’s history. Explain how and why this changed the use 
or importance of your site, either locally or nationally. Use physical features of the site as 
well as your own knowledge to support your answer. (20 marks) 

 

Total: 20 marks 

 
 

Source 

This question has no sources 

 
 

Mark scheme 

 20 marks plus 5 SPaG marks are available for this question. 
 
Level 1: Identifies relevant points from the site or events at the time. (1–4 marks) 
 
Level 2: Describes relevant points from the site or events at the time. (5–8 marks) 
 
Level 3: Explains one relevant point supported by the site and events at the time. (9–12 
marks) 
 
Level 4: A developed argument and evaluation supported by the site and events at the 
time. (13–16 marks) 
 
Level 5: A sustained argument and evaluation supported by the site and events at the 
time. (17–20 marks) 
 
 
Hints and tips 
You must remember to not only explain what the turning point is, but also how that 
turning point has affected the site either locally or nationally. 
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Student Response A 

 The site I have studied is Fountains Abbey. 
 
Founded in 1132, Fountain’s Abbey was built as a monastery to house 13 Benedictine 
monks who had been expelled from their monastery in York. The original wooden buildings 
were gradually replaced by the stone ones. Fountains Abbey was unusual for its time in its 
financial independence from endowments from the wealthy, making money through trades 
such as sheep farming, predominantly carried out by the large numbers of lay brothers. 
This was the monastery’s main source of financial income, and this along with their 
acceptance into the Cistercian Order earned the community the nickname ‘the White 
Monks’. 
 
 
Examiner comment 
This section has explained the founding of the Abbey, but is not tackling the idea of a 
‘turning point’. Level 1, 3 marks. 
 
 
The first significant turning point for this site came about in the fourteenth century. The 
Black Death killed off many of the lay workers, in itself a huge problem for the monks, but 
this was also exacerbated by a sheep disease and bad harvests which all caused a 
financial crisis for the monastery. Many invasions by the Scots in the North, particularly in 
1318–19, also disrupted the Abbey, and many of the buildings fell into a poor state of 
repair. This had become so bad that the Abbey was forced to turn some of their land into 
farms to be used by the local population. Despite these issues, Fountain’s Abbey began to 
flourish again through a change to dairy farming and a drastic increase in endowments 
from the rich in exchange for the monks’ prayers. While they now had reduced financial 
independence, this led to the monastery becoming one of the richest in the country. 
 
Examiner comment 
This section has explored a number of turning points in the fourteenth century, and their 
impact on the site. The explanation of the consequences is limited, however, and does 
not explain in detail either the local or national consequences. Level 3, 9 marks. 
 
 
It was this wealth that angered Henry VIII when he became King, due to the influence, 
wealth and independence from the Crown that the Church had through monasteries such 
as Fountains Abbey. This point links to the site’s second big turning point in history, which 
was firstly its connection to the Pilgrimage of Grace, and its subsequent closure in 
November 1539 as part of Henry VIII’s dissolution of the monasteries. The ‘Pilgrimage of 
Grace’, in 1536, was when over 40,000 men marched to protest against the ‘extreme 
poverty’ they would experience unless they defended their local monasteries. Fountains 
Abbey became involved since the Abbot of Fountains Abbey, William Thirsk, had taken 
part until his arrest and later execution. This provided the necessary reason to close down 
the Abbey, an act significant not just for the site itself, but that had a huge effect on the 
population of the local area. They had previously enjoyed a great deal of income from 
monasteries to deal with sickness and poverty. Aside from this contribution to the 
economy, Fountains Abbey also provided employment for people, something that was 
destroyed when it was closed down. The site itself was initially to remain intact, as the King 
saw it as an opportunity to build a new diocese for his own bishops, but he changed his 
mind resulting in many parts of the site being sold (the doors of the Abbey can still be seen 
on nearby mills). 
 
Examiner comment 
This paragraph has explained the closure of the Abbey as a result of the dissolution of 
the monasteries. It has explained the local importance, although not in depth. This 
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paragraph has also explained the significance of the site within the national event of the 
Pilgrimage of Grace. Level 4, 14 marks. 
 
 
Over the next 200 years the site experienced little activity until the purchase of the site by 
the National Trust in 1983 who now run it in partnership with English Heritage. Only three 
years later, a final significant event happened when the site was designated a UNESCO 
World Heritage site, recognising its significance as the largest and best preserved 
Cistercian abbey in the country. As a result of this, nowadays over 300,000 people visit 
each year, helping to provide the income to ensure its survival. 
 
Examiner comment 
This final section has explained the significance of its purchase by the National Trust on 
an international and national level. Although it is not fully explained, it does earn an 
additional point which allows it to move up into a lower Level 5, 17 marks. 

 

 
 

Student Response B 

 The site I have studied is Fountains Abbey. 
 
Fountains Abbey began to be built in 1132 by 13 Benedictine monks who were given the 
land it was on. It is situated just outside Ripon and has now become a very popular 
location to visit due to its remote and tranquil surroundings. The Abbey was first used as a 
monastery for the Benedictine monks and they made money to continue building it through 
sheep farming and horse breeding along with other trades. In the fourteenth century, 
however, various circumstances (such as the black death) caused the monastery to fall 
into financial disrepute. This led to an increase in dairy farming and a dramatic rise in the 
monks praying for the souls of the wealthy in return for endowments of land or donations 
— this is something that was used to raise money throughout monasteries in England at 
the time. 
 
Examiner comment 
This helps to set the context of the abbey, but no turning point has been explained. 
Level 1, 4 marks. 
 
 
Gradually it built itself up, but in 1539 Henry VIII passed an Act of Parliament called the 
‘Dissolution of the Monasteries’ which closed all monasteries and nunneries, meaning that 
for the next 200 years little happened on the site. This was a turning point for Fountains 
Abbey as it meant that it was no longer creating employment for the people, or helping the 
sick or those in poverty. Parts of the Abbey were also sold by Henry VIII meaning that the 
Act had an effect on the physical appearance of the site itself, for example the Great Nave 
does not have a roof as the lead used to build it was sold. 
 
Examiner comment 
The local significance of the dissolution of the monasteries has been explained here, but 
not linked to national changes. Level 3, 9 marks. 
 
 
Whilst the Aislabie family bought the site in the mid-18th century and worked on its 
physical appearance, for example, the water garden, the effects of the site’s past is still 
eerily evident to those who visit it. This place known as the Studley Water Park is 
considered to be very important as it is one of the few gardens from the time anywhere in 
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England which still has pretty much the same landscaping as when it was first made. This 
is why it is so popular with the many people that go to visit it. I would argue, therefore, that 
one of the most significant points in the history of Fountains Abbey was the Dissolution of 
the Monasteries as this meant it changed from being an abbey to becoming a private 
house, and eventually a tourist site. 
 
Examiner comment 
This final section has linked the dissolution to the later use of the house, and has shown 
the long-term impact of the turning point. There is a brief mention of the national 
importance of the garden development, but it is not explained. Level 3, 11 marks. 

 

 

 


