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Topic 1: Elizabeth and Government 
 

Elizabeth and her court  

The role of the Privy council, privy chamber, the court and 

courtiers and how Elizabeth controlled them including the 

rebellion by the Earl of Essex 

    

How did Elizabeth get on with her parliaments? 

Why did Elizabeth call her parliaments and how did she 

control them? What opposition was there? (especially from 

the Puritans). 

    

How did Elizabeth control her people? 

The use of Elizabethan propaganda including paintings 

and their symbolism 

    

Topic 2: The Catholic Threat 
 

The enforcement of the Religious settlement 

How Elizabeth tried to ensure Catholics adhered to the 

religious settlement- rule and laws against Catholics and 

the increasing control over the Catholics. Different catholic 

reactions to the religious settlement- Jesuit and Seminary 

Priests, plotters, recusants, Church Papists 

    

Catholic Plots against Elizabeth 

The various plots against Elizabeth including the Northern 

Rebellion, the Riddolfi Plot, the Throckmorton Plot, the 

Babington Plot and the threat from Mary Queen of Scots 

    

Spanish opposition to Elizabeth 

Spanish plots and opposition to Elizabeth’s reign including 

the Spanish Armada of 1588 and the reasons for its defeat. 

    

Topic 3: Daily Lives of the Elizabethans 
 

The Rich and poor in Elizabethan society 

Contrast and comparison of Elizabethan rich and poor- 

clothing, diet, homes and lifestyles. 

    

What was family life in Elizabethan England? 

Family life and structure, relationships between husbands 

and wives, children in Elizabethan society and comparison 

between modern and Elizabethan society family.  

    

Why was there so much poverty in Elizabethan England? 

The social, political and economic causes of Elizabethan 

poverty and Elizabeth’s attempts to tackle poverty 

including the 1601 Poor Law. 
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Question 6a, A source question with a picture/ 

illustration- how does the artist show? (3) 
   

Question 6b, A follow up question about the source- 

how could you investigate the source further? (5) 
   

Question 7, A question asking you to compare two 

interpretations and explain how far they differ? What 

is similar and what may explain their similarities/ 

differences. (12) 

   

Question 8/9, A judgement question usually about 

how far you agree with an interpretation of the 

Elizabethans by an historian. E.g. the historian RJ 

Unstead has said that the Elizabethan explorers 

failed.’ How far would you agree? 20) 

   

 

Topic 4: The popular culture of the Elizabethans 

 

The Elizabethan theatre 

The origins of style of Elizabethan theatre, the globe and 

Shakespeare and the reasons why the theatre was so 

popular. Who opposed the theatre’s popularity. 

    

Growing opposition of the Puritans 

Why the puritans were opposed to Elizabethan culture and 

pastimes- the religious, economic and social reasons for 

their opposition. 

    

The treatment of witches 

Why were more and more people believing in witches? 

What did the Elizabethans think of witches and how were 

they treated? 

    

Topic 5: Elizabethans and the wider world 

England’s imperial ambitions 

Who were the Elizabethan explorers? Where did they go 

and how successful were they? Why did the Elizabethans 

want an empire? 

    

What happened at Roanoke? 

Walter Raleigh and early attempts to settle North America 

with a colony on Roanoke Island, what went wrong and 

why? 

    

How successful was trade with the East? 

Which explorers tried to open up trade with the far east 

and India? The expeditions of Lancaster and others and 

how successful were they? 

    


