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Topic 1: America’s expansion 1789-1838 
 

How and why did America expand between 1789-1838? – 

The original 13 colonies and the expansion of America- 

the Louisiana purchase and the addition of new states/ 

territories. 

    

The expansion of slavery in America. 

Cotton plantations in the deep south, why did slavery 

become a topic of debate in America? 

    

How and why were the Native Americans expelled in the 

west 1800-1838? 

The Native Americans in the West, the Indian Removal act, 

the Creek and Seminole wars and the ‘Trail of Tears’. 

    

Topic 2: The West 1839-1860 
 

Who were the Plains Indians? 

The Sioux/Lakota and their culture, family and tribal 

structure, dependence on the buffalo, how did they 

compare to other Native American groups? 

    

Who migrated west and why? 

Early migration from East to West- the Oregon trail, the 

journey to the west and conflict between the early settlers 

and the Native Americans 

    

Who were the Mormons and why did they go west? 

Joseph Smith and the Mormons, their beliefs, their 

attempts to settle, Brigham Young and Salt lake City, Utah 

settlement. 

    

What was the impact of the Gold Rush? 

The California gold rush of 1848-1849 and the Pike Peak 

Gold Rush of 1858-1859. Their impact on settlement in the 

west and the impact on the Native Americans. 

    

Topic 3: Civil War and Reconstruction 1861-1877 
 

Why did a Civil War take place? 

Divisions and debates over slavery, free states vs slave 

states, the impact of the opening up of the west, the 1860 

election of Abraham Lincoln and the confederate states. 

    

What was the experience of the African-Americans in the 

Civil War? 

Attitudes towards black people in the Confederate and 

Union Armies, the Emancipation Proclamation and its 

impact. 
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The Making of America exam questions I am very 

good at 
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practise these 

Question 1, three short answer knowledge questions 

(3) 
   

Question 2, ‘Write a clear and organised summary 

of…’ (9) 
   

Question 3, An explanation question usually about 

cause or consequence e.g. ‘why did…?’ ‘what were 

the consequences of…? (10) 

   

Question 4/5, A judgement question usually about 

how far you agree with a statement e.g. ‘how far 

would you agree that…?(18) 

   

 

What was Reconstruction and how successful was it? 

The aims and nature of reconstruction 1865-1870, its 

successes and failures, attempts to turn back 

reconstruction after 1870. 

    

Topic 4: Settlement and Conflict on the plains 1861-1877 

 

What were the causes of white exploitation of the Plains? 

The growth of railroads across the plains, the growth of the 

cattle business and ‘cowtowns’ and their impact on the 

Native Americans. 

    

Who were the Homesteaders? 

The Homestead act of 1862, life on the plains for the 

homesteaders, sod houses, the difficulties of plains life. 

    

What were the Indian Wars? 

Why did war take place? How did the Indians and the US 

army compare? Crows war 1862, Red Clouds War 1865-

1868, The Sioux Wars 1876-1877, Custer and the Little 

Bighorn. 

    

Topic 5: American cultures 1877-1900 
 

Changes to the Native Americans way of life 

Why were the Plains Indians defeated? The destruction of 

the buffalo and its impact. Life on the reservations for the 

Native Americans. 

    

How did life change for African Americans 1877-1900? 

Sharecropping, Jim Crow and Segregation in the South, 

education and social conditions for African-Americans, 

Black Migration and settlement. 

    

The growth of the Big Cities 

Migration, settlement, big business, the decline of the 

cattle trade and homesteading and migration to the 

cities, immigration and attitudes to new immigrants. 

 

    


