
 
 

 

 History - Lower school 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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Unit Title What is History? What was the 
impact of the 
Norman 
Invasion? 

 

How did 
William the 
conqueror 
control 
England? 

What were the 
consequences 
of the Black 
Death? 

 

Was Henry 
VIII a hero or 
a monster? 

 

Were 
Elizabethan 
times a 
‘Golden Age’? 
 

Key 
enquiry 
questions 
addressed: 

What is the difference 
between BC and AD 
What does ‘chronology’ 
mean? 
What types of sources 
are there? 
How do we analyse 
sources? 
What is bias? 
How and why is the 
past represented in 
different ways? 
What are 
anachronisms? 
How can we understand 
the causes and 
consequences of events 
in the past? 

What was England 
like before 1066? 
How hard would 
England be to 
invade? 
Who should be 
king? 
How strong was 
William’s claim to 
the throne? 
How did William 
prepare for battle? 
Which group of 
soldiers was better 
prepared for 
battle? 
What happened at 
the battle of 
Hastings? 
Whose story does 
the Bayeux 
Tapestry tell? 
 

What was the 
Harrying of the 
North? 
How important was 
the Domesday 
Book? 
How did William 
make people loyal to 
him? 
How effective was 
the feudal system? 
Why did William 
build Motte and 
bailey castles? 
How did castles 
develop? 
How significant was 
the church in 
Medieval England? 
Why was there 
blood on the 
cathedral floor? 

What was the Black 
Death? 
Who healed the sick? 
What was the impact 
of the plague? 
Why did the Peasants 
Revolt? 
Why did the Peasants 
Revolt fail? 
How did the Black 
death impact on the 
relationships between 
the rulers and the 
ruled? 
 

How did Henry VII 
deal with his 
problems? 
What sort of person 
was Henry VIII? 
What was young 
Henry VIII like? 
How strong was the 
catholic church in the 
1500s? 
Why did Henry marry 
six times? 
Why did Henry break 
with Rome? 
Why did Henry close 
the monasteries? 
 

Why didn’t 
Elizabeth I want 
‘windows into men’s 
souls?’ 
How much of a 
threat was Mary 
Queen of Scots? 
How was Elizabeth 
portrayed in 
paintings? 
Why didn’t 
Elizabeth marry? 
Why did Spain send 
the Armada? 
 

Assessments Assessment based on 
GCSE criteria 
 

Assessment based on 
GCSE criteria 
 

Assessment based on 
GCSE criteria 
 

Assessment based on 
GCSE criteria 
 

Assessment based on 
GCSE criteria 
 

End of year test of all 
topics studied 

Homework Students will be provided with a list of key words and definitions or equations to learn for each topic.   
The recall of these key words will be assessed in lessons. 
An optional homework task is available for each unit and rewards will be issued for the completion of this extra task. 
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Unit Title Why did Britain 
go to war with 
itself?  

How was 
America 
‘made’? 

How did 
Britain 
become a 
democracy? 

How did the 
Industrial 
Revolution 
change Britain? 

What was life 
like for slaves? 

 

What 
happened to 
the slaves 
after 
emancipation? 

Key 
enquiry 
questions 
addressed: 

What caused the Civil 
War? 
What was the ‘Divine 
Right of Kings’? 
Who won the Civil 
War? 
Why did Parliament win 
the Civil War? 
What should 
Parliament do with 
Charles? 
Why was the monarchy 
restored? 

What are ‘Native 
Americans’?  
Who are the Sioux? 
How important was 
Buffalo? 
How did White 
settlers impact the 
lives of Native 
Americans? 
What is ‘Manifest 
Destiny’? 
Who are 
homesteaders? 
Was the 
destruction of the 
Native Americans 
always inevitable? 
 

Who was 
disenfranchised in 
the 19th Century? 
What was the Great 
Reform Act? 
Who were the 
Suffragettes? 
Why do women want 
the vote? 
How does WW1 help 
women to get the 
vote? 
Have women 
achieved equality in 
the 21st Century? 

What was the 
Industrial 
revolution? 
How did the 
Industrial 
Revolution change 
Britain? 
What were the 
conditions in the 
industrial slums? 
Why were children 
allowed to work in 
factories? 
 

How is slavery 
different from 
being employed? 
Has slavery always 
existed? 
How is slavery 
justified? 
Why do civilizations 
engage in slavery? 
What sort of work 
do slaves do? 
What jobs were 
there? 
How were different 
slaves treated? 
How did slaves 
resist? 
 

What were the 
arguments put 
forward by 
abolitionists? 
How did Slavery 
end? 
What was the 
American Civil War? 
What were the Jim 
Crow Laws? 
How did the lives of 
Black Americans 
change in the 20th 
Century? 
Does the election of 
Barack Obama 
prove that Black 
people have 
achieved equality? 
 

Assessments Assessment based on 
GCSE criteria 
 

Assessment based on 
GCSE criteria 
 

Assessment based on 
GCSE criteria 
 

Assessment based on 
GCSE criteria 
 

Assessment based on 
GCSE criteria 
 

End of year test of all 
topics studied 

Homework Students will be provided with a list of key words and definitions or equations to learn for each topic.   
The recall of these key words will be assessed in lessons. 
An optional homework task is available for each unit and rewards will be issued for the completion of this extra task. 
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Unit Title Was the British 
Empire a force 
for good? 

What caused 
the Great 
War? 

Was America 
a ‘Land of 
Opportunity’ 
in the 1920s? 

How was 
Hitler able to 
rise to power? 

  What was 
the impact of 
WW2? 

 

Why is The 
Holocaust so 
significant? 

 
Key 
enquiry 
questions 
addressed: 

Why did Raleigh and 
Drake explore? 
How did religion affect 
building of empire? 
How was empire 
justified? 
How was control 
possible over such 
great distances? 
What impact does 
empire have on the 
conquered? 
What impact does 
empire have on the 
conquerors? 
What is the continuing 
relevance of empire 
today? 
 

Who were the 
Triple Alliance and 
the Triple Entente? 
What was the 
Schlieffen Plan? 
Why did  they ‘dig 
in’? 
What was life like in 
the trenches? 
What was the 
Defence of the 
Realm Act? 
Why did the British 
Government need 
conscription? 
Why did the war in 
Europe become a 
‘World War’? 
What new 
technologies were 
used during WWI? 
How did the war 
affect the Home 
Front? 
Why was there a 
revolution in Russia? 
Why did Germany 
surrender? 
Was the Treaty of 
Versailles fair? 

Was America a 
‘Land of 
Opportunity’ for 
immigrants? 
Was America a 
‘Land of 
Opportunity’ for 
women? 
Was America a 
‘Land of 
Opportunity’ for 
black People  
Was America a 
‘Land of 
Opportunity’ for 
business? (legal and 
illegal!)  
Was America a 
‘Land of 
Opportunity’ for 
all? 
 

What did the Nazi 
Party stand for in the 
1920s?  
What was the 
significance of the 
1923 Munich Putsch. 
? 
Why did the Nazis 
have little success 
before 1929?  
What were the 
causes of success 
after 1929?  
The impact of the 
Wall Street Crash on 
Germany.  
Why was Hitler 
invited into power?  
How successful were 
Nazi policies towards 
women and the 
family?  
Were most people 
better off under 
Nazi rule? 

Was WW2 a 
continuation of 
WW1? 
Why did Britain 
stand alone in 1940? 
What was the 
turning point in the 
war? 
What is total war, 
and can it be 
justified? 
Is ‘The Spirit of 
the Blitz’ reality or 
a myth? 
Was victory 
inevitable after D-
Day? 
How destructive is 
an atomic bomb? 
 

What were Nazi 
beliefs about race? 
How did the Nazis 
create a racial 
state? 
What was life like 
for Jews in Nazi 
controlled Europe? 
What was the ‘Final 
Solution’ the the 
Jewish Question? 
What were 
conditions like in 
the Ghettos? 
What were the 
consequences of 
the Holocaust for 
the Jews of 
Europe? 
 

Assessments Assessment based on 
GCSE criteria 
 

Assessment based on 
GCSE criteria 
 

Assessment based on 
GCSE criteria 
 

Assessment based on 
GCSE criteria 
 

Assessment based 
on GCSE criteria 
 

End of year test of all 
topics studied 

Homework Students will be provided with a list of key words and definitions or equations to learn for each topic.   
The recall of these key words will be assessed in lessons. 
An optional homework task is available for each unit and rewards will be issued for the completion of this extra task. 

History - Upper School 

 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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Unit Title The Elizabethans (1580-1603) The People’s Health              
(1250 to present day) 

Living Under Nazi Rule 

Key 
enquiry 
questions 
addressed: 

How did Elizabeth use her power? 
Why were there so few Catholics in 
England by 1603? 
What mattered to Elizabethans in their 
daily lives? 
What lay behind changes in popular 
culture during the reign of Elizabeth? 
What did the Elizabethan explorers 
achieve? 

Did anyone care about public health in 
the medieval period? 
Was the period 1500-1750 more 
continuity or change? 
Why were there such huge changes in 
public health in the period 1750-1900? 
Is public health in the 20th century a 
simple story of progress? 

How were the Nazis able to take control 
of Germany? 
What made it so difficult to oppose Nazi 
rule? 
How did the lives of German people 
change in the period 1933-39? 
What was the impact of the Second 
World War on the German people? 
What did Nazi rule mean for the people 
of Europe? 

Assessmen
ts 

Full GCSE paper Full GCSE paper Full GCSE paper Full GCSE paper Full GCSE paper Full GCSE paper 

Homework Students will be provided with a list of key words and definitions or equations to learn for each topic.   
Students will be issued with a revision guide and a revision timetable.  Revision tasks will be set for students to 
complete.  The completion of revision will be verified in lessons through factual recall and practise GCSE questions. 
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Unit Title History around us The Making of America     
(1789-1900) 

Revision Examination period 

Key 
enquiry 
questions 
addressed: 

Students study a 
site of historical 
significance in the 
local area. 
This will focus on 
Framlingham Castle. 

What tensions arose as the USA grew 
between 1789 and 1838? 
How did different groups see the 
American West between 1839 and 
1860? 

Students will have lesson time to re-
visit the topics covered and revise 
content and skills required for the 
GCSE examination. 

 



 
 

 

Students will visit 
the castle and learn 
about its history and 
importance both 
locally and nationally. 

What sense can be made of the Civil 
War and its aftermath, 1861-77? 
What cause settlements and conflict 
on the Plains? 
How did the lives of Americans change 
between 1877 and 1900? 

Students will be issued with additional 
revision materials and encouraged to 
take ownership of their own learning. 

Assessmen
ts 

Full GCSE paper Full GCSE paper Full GCSE paper Full GCSE paper Full GCSE paper  

Homework Students will be provided with a list of key words and definitions or equations to learn for each topic.   
Students will be issued with a revision guide and a revision timetable.  Revision tasks will be set for students to 
complete.  The completion of revision will be verified in lessons through factual recall and practise GCSE questions. 
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