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Chantry Academy, Mallard Way 

Exam Question 

 To what extent has your site developed since its creation? Use physical features of the 
site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. (20 marks) 

 

Total: 20 marks 

 
 

Source 

This question has no sources 

 
 

Mark scheme 

 20 marks plus 5 SPaG marks are available for this question. 
 
Level 1: Identifies relevant points from the site or events at the time. (1–4 marks) 
 
Level 2: Describes relevant points from the site or events at the time. (5–8 marks) 
 
Level 3: Explains one relevant point supported by the site and events at the time. (9–12 
marks) 
 
Level 4: A developed argument and evaluation supported by the site and events at the 
time. (13–16 marks) 
 
Level 5: A sustained argument and evaluation supported by the site and events at the 
time. (17–20 marks) 
 
 
 
Hints and tips 
To get to the higher levels, you need to make sure that your answer explains and 
evaluates several of the criterion — in this case, not only the changes to the site, but 
also its use and the lives of the people at the site. 
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Student Response A 

 The site I have studied is Stonehenge. 
 
Stonehenge is one of the most famous prehistoric monuments of all time, and as a result 
of the continuing research and investigation into it, historians and archaeologists are still 
discovering new things about it. 
 
One of the things about Stonehenge is that while many people concentrate on the stone 
circle, it is actually part of a wider prehistoric site which also contains many burial mounds. 
The earliest development of the site dates back as far as 8000 BC, when five huge holes 
were dug, probably containing large wooden posts, although no one really knows what 
they were used for. 
 
Examiner comment 
This is a description of the first development at the site. Level 2, 6 marks. 
 
 
 
At the time the area was full of trees, but over the next three or four thousand years the 
people in the area changed to become farmers and so they started to clear the woodland. 
It was at this point that the large circular bank and ditch was created with two entrances 
facing north and south. Just inside the circle are 56 holes known as the Aubrey holes, and 
beside them were found the cremated bones of at least 63 people, so at this time it looks 
like the site was being used as a burial ground. The holes are more difficult to explain as 
they probably contained wood which has obviously rotted away. Evidence has also been 
found nearby that at mid-winter and mid-summer thousands of people were gathering for 
some form of ritual, so even at this early stage it was more than a burial ground. 
 
Examiner comment 
Early changes to the site are explained here, and also linked to the people in the area. 
Level 3, 10 marks. 
 
 
The famous stone circle was built around 2500 BC, using two different types of stones, the 
sarsen stones and the smaller blue stones. A few hundred years later some of the central 
stones were moved, and even later still the X and Y holes were dug, although again the 
purpose of these is uncertain, but they do show the continuing importance of the site to the 
prehistoric people. This can also be shown because this was also the time that the 
grouping of barrows nearby were constructed. These such as the Normanton Down 
cemetery were used for hundreds of burials, and most of them overlook Stonehenge so 
they are obviously linked. 
 
Examiner comment 
Further development of the site has been explained, and again linked to the people 
occupying the site. Level 4, 13 marks. 
 
 
The importance of Stonehenge continued with the building of Vespasian’s Camp, one of a 
series of camps in the area, and only 2 miles away from Stonehenge. Evidence of 
domestic rubbish has been discovered that shows it was inhabited, and it is assumed that 
it is connected to Stonehenge in some way. Similarly, Roman artefacts found at 
Stonehenge show that it was still being regularly used at this time, although historians are 
still not entirely sure what exactly for. 
 
Examiner comment 
A change to a further aspect of the site has been explained here, linked to continued 
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use of the area. Level 4, 15 marks. 
 
 
A final change came to the area when the British army bought the land on Salisbury Plain 
to use for army training. This obviously brought many soldiers to the area which has now 
become a major tourist centre, with developments such as an underground pass for the 
road suggested in order to preserve the monument for future generations. Overall, it is 
difficult to say exactly how the site has developed, because so much of its history and 
purpose is unknown. Certainly we are able to say that it had an important role for burials 
due to the number of finds that have been made in the area. It is also generally thought 
that it could have held an important role in celebration of the summer solstice, due to the 
positioning of the avenue and the Heel Stone. It is still used for this now, and in the last 
century was used by druids and other New Age religions as an important focus of their 
rituals. Throughout its history, therefore, the site has undergone considerable 
development, although the purpose of these changes is still unsure. The two main reasons 
for the site are that it was a centre for burials as shown by the Aubrey holes, or that it was 
linked to rituals connected to the summer solstice. Whichever one is accurate, it was 
continually in use by local communities, while now it draws people from all over the world. 
 
Examiner comment 
This conclusion has attempted to bring together the argument to explain the changes to 
the site and the people using it, including the present day. It is enough to get into Level 
5, but stays at 18 marks as the explanation is limited and repetitive. 

 

 
 

Student Response B 

 The site I have studied is Stonehenge. 
 
Stonehenge has changed hugely over the 10,000 years the area has been used. Originally 
it was just built of earth and wood, but in about 2500 BC the huge stones were erected 
which is why it is so famous now. This was the most significant part of its development, 
and consisted of an outer circle of the large stones, and an inner horseshoe shape of the 
smaller bluestones. At the same time, the four Station Stones were placed around the 
outside. There were changes made after this time such as the digging of the X and Y 
holes, but the main structure had been created. It was certainly used for a long time after 
this as Roman artefacts have been discovered, and even the body of a headless man who 
had been buried, possibly because he had committed crimes. 
 
 
Examiner comment 
The early stages of the site have been explained here. Level 3, 9 marks. 
 
 
It would be wrong to think, however, that the site of Stonehenge is only the stone circle. 
Rather, more recently people have started to think of it as a linked chain of significant sites 
in the whole area such as the numerous barrows used for burials. Recent excavations a 
mile away from Stonehenge have uncovered evidence of a second stone circle which has 
been called Bluestonehenge. This is sited at the end of the Avenue, leading to Stonehenge 
one way, and the settlement at Durrington Walls the other way. Historians think that 
Bluestonehenge was probably a stopping point between the two, possibly as part of the 
burial ritual evidenced by the large number of cremated bones that have been found 
around the site. These have also made historians think that it was probably a burial site for 
really important people since the bones show that they were healthy individuals. A really 
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important change for the site came in 1918 when Cecil Chubb, who had bought it from the 
Antrobus family, gave the site to the nation. It was discovered to be in a really bad 
condition, and so during the 1920s intensive fundraising went on to try to preserve it, 
resulting in the purchase of the land around the monument. Since then it has become an 
immensely popular tourist destination, although you are no longer allowed to walk very 
close to the stones because of the erosion that was being caused. 
 
Examiner comment 
Further changes to the site have been explained here, and some mention has been 
made of the people who occupied the site. There has been an attempt to explain the 
significance of the sale of the site by Cecil Chubb. Level 4, 14 marks. 

 

 

 


