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Chantry Academy, Mallard Way 

Exam Question 

 Why was your site created and how has it changed over time? Use physical features of 
the site as well as your own knowledge to support your answer. (20 marks) 

 

Total: 20 marks 

 
 

Source 

This question has no sources 

 
 

Mark scheme 

 20 marks plus 5 SPaG marks are available for this question. 
 
Level 1: Identifies relevant points from the site or events at the time. (1–4 marks) 
 
Level 2: Describes relevant points from the site or events at the time. (5–8 marks) 
 
Level 3: Explains one relevant point supported by the site and events at the time. (9–12 
marks) 
 
Level 4: A developed argument and evaluation supported by the site and events at the 
time. (13–16 marks) 
 
Level 5: A sustained argument and evaluation supported by the site and events at the 
time. (17–20 marks) 
 
 
Hints and tips 
The question will always look at two criteria from the specification. You need to include 
an analysis of both in your answer to get to the higher levels. 
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Student Response A 

 The site I have studied is Pickering Castle. 
 
The building of Pickering Castle was largely motivated by political and military factors. This 
is reflected in the people who were significant to its history. 
 
When Pickering Castle was first built in 1069 it was a wooden motte and bailey structure. 
This is because they were quick and easy to build in difficult circumstances and William, 
Duke of Normandy, had 500 castles like this built all over the country. Pickering Castle 
represented power because no castles had ever been seen in the North before and it was 
a physically dominating site. William, Duke of Normandy, wanted the castle to be built as 
part of a control system to stop rebellions in the North and after the Harrying of the North. 
The North were rebelling because William, Duke of Normandy, was a foreign king ruling 
England and he had also killed Harold Godwinson, the English king, at the battle of 
Hastings. The castle was used, therefore, to keep rebellions down and also to protect the 
North from attacks from Scandinavia or Scotland. The site also links to stopping rebellions 
because it showed the locals that William, Duke of Normandy, was there to stay, further 
portraying his power. The castle was built by the locals who put a lot of work into the 
defensive structure. 
 
Examiner comment 
This paragraph uses the historical background to explain why a castle was built in the 
North of England. Level 3, 10 marks. 
 
 
The maintenance of the castle was key to showing me things. There were stables to house 
the horses and dogs, which indicates that there must have been knights. They would have 
been important in the military side of the castle as they kept watch on the Forest and 
Manor of Pickering, but would also protect the castle and fight for the king. The constables’ 
lodgings showed me a political side of the castle as the constable would look after the 
castle, collect taxes and organise the workforce, knights and also entertain the king. The 
Mill tower and Colemans tower were used as prisons so there must have been prison 
guards who would protect the prison and fight for the king. Tenants of the Forest and 
Manor of Pickering were responsible for the wooden fence that went around the castle; this 
was important for military defence. The constable was the most important person because 
he organised taxes and ran the castle (political) but also organised knights who would fight 
(military). 
 
Examiner comment 
This paragraph explains the other uses of the castle and links directly to features of the 
site. Level 4, 13 marks. 
 
 
Over time the castle developed, as did the political and military impacts on it. The first 
development was the creation of Beacon Hill, a man-made mound, in 1135 on the orders 
of King Stephen. This could have been made to watch out for attacks, giving them time to 
prepare for battle. This would mean that there was unrest and instability in the area. King 
Stephen may have expected attacks because he stole the crown from his cousin, so he 
was disliked by the nobles. After the civil war, Henry III ordered the sheriff of Yorkshire to 
strengthen the inner ward walls; this was another military development and was needed 
because Henry was only 9, and there were threats coming from France and rebellious 
barons in the North. Thomas de Lacey kept a strong garrison in the castle, and he also 
made another development which was to renew the hoards as a way for material to be 
transported down the river to the castle and then collected via the hoards by a 
worker/servant at the castle. He was leading the rebellion against Edward II but was 
unsuccessful and he was defeated; this shows us that there was civil unrest. Finally, in 
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1322, John De Kilvington converted the outer ward wall to stone and had towers added, 
funded by taxes and the estate. This was changed because Edward II had launched an 
unsuccessful invasion on Scotland, and they retaliated and invaded England and 
Pickering; the fact that Edward II personally oversaw this shows the importance of security 
in the North of England at this time. Overall, I believe Thomas De Lacey had the biggest 
military impact on the castle because he gave it a really good defensive structure. 
 
Examiner comment 
This paragraph explains the changes that were made to the site and is supported by 
details of the site and the historical context. Level 4, 16 marks. 
 
 
Once the castle had been established, social and economic issues and impacts came to 
the forefront. The first change was when Edward II converted the outer ward to stone and 
added the towers; this was an economic change because it is likely that it was funded by 
the estate, which means that rent, taxes and fines would have been increased on people in 
the local area. In 1400 the stables were added which shows a social change in the castle 
because the increasing popularity of hunting was taking over the military aspects of the 
site. The castle was now being used for social reasons more than military reasons. Richard 
Cholmeley took the castle materials after he inherited the castle as it was no use to him, 
and used the materials to create a mansion of his own. The reason behind this is because 
the fashion had changed from castles to mansions, showing how the life of a constable 
had changed due to social development. The final development came from English 
Heritage in 1926. By this time the castle was in ruins, so it restored the castle as a tourist 
attraction showing the impact that the castle still has on the surrounding area today. 
Overall, I think that Richard Cholmeley had the biggest social impact on the castle because 
he showed the change in lifestyle of a constable which was a major social development. 
 
Examiner comment 
This final paragraph is starting to look at the changing role of Pickering Castle from a 
military one to that of a social one. This takes it into Level 5, but it stays at the bottom of 
the level as it is not developed. Level 5, 17 marks. 

 

 
 

Student Response B 

 The site I have studied is Pickering Castle. 
 
Pickering Castle was made of wood when it was first built but over time it developed and 
changed for many reasons like military and political. Edward II improved the castle by 
covering the outer wall with stone instead of wood. This was important because it meant 
that when they got attacked then the wall would have been harder to break through. This 
was better than wood because the wood would be easier for the enemy to break through. 
The building of this was mostly done by the English workers who would have lived in the 
castle so they also worked every day. To make this happen they had to pay more taxes to 
the king so that the castle could be built. The wooden motte and bailey castles were built 
quickly and cheaply. These types of castle had never been seen before in England and 
would have shown that the king was there to stay. The most important person linked to the 
castle was William the Conqueror because he was the one to bring the first castle to 
England which meant he was there to stay and wanted to show that he was a lot more 
powerful than they were. The local people were not happy with the new king because the 
new king had killed the English king and he was also French and they did not like that, but 
he showed them that he was there to stay. 
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Examiner comment 
This paragraph explains general reasons why William built castles, but is not linked 
directly to Pickering Castle. Level 2, 7 marks. 
 
 
One of the key changes over time to the castle was that John de Kilvington changed the 
outer ward from wood into stone which meant that they would be safer from attacks. 
Edward II also had made towers on the corners of the castle on the outer wall that he 
converted into stone. This meant that it would be easier to defend and look out for any 
enemy that was going to attack so that they could tell the military so that they can have a 
better advantage over them. Another change that happened to the castle was that King 
Stephen had a hill which may have been to watch out for attacks on the castle. This could 
be showing that there is internal unrest and insecurity. Henry III after the civil war ordered 
the inner ward walls to be strengthened. Richard Cholmeley had taken materials from the 
castle and used them to build a new mansion. This was because Pickering Castle had 
gone into disrepair and also that castles had gone out of fashion as England was now a 
safer place. I think that the conversion by Edward II was the most important because it 
helped them a lot because it meant that they would have been hard to defeat and meant 
that he could stay king and not worry about losing his crown as easily and have to leave. 
This is mainly linked to the military and political theme. 
 
Examiner comment 
The student explains what changes happened to Pickering Castle, and why they 
happened. Details are given of the site, along with the historical context. Level 3, 10 
marks. 

 

 

 


