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Chantry Academy, Mallard Way 

Exam Question 

 Explain why your site was first created. Use physical features of the site as well as your 
knowledge to support your answer. (20 marks) 

 

Total: 20 marks 

 
 

Source 

This question has no sources 

 
 

Mark scheme 

 20 marks plus 5 SPaG marks are available for this question. 
 
Level 1: Identifies relevant points from the site or events at the time. (1-4 marks) 
 
Level 2: Describes relevant points from the site or events at the time. (5-8 marks) 
 
Level 3: Explains one relevant point supported by the site and events at the time. (9-12 
marks) 
 
Level 4: A developed argument and evaluation supported by the site and events at the 
time. (13-16 marks) 
 
Level 5: A sustained argument and evaluation supported by the site and events at the 
time. (17-20 marks) 
 
 
Hints and tips 
Remember that this answer is also used for SPaG marks. Check your answer for correct 
spelling, punctuation and grammar, but also try to use correct historical terms. 
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Student Response A 

 The site I have studied is Durham Cathedral. 
 
Following the Norman invasion of 1066, William I was a foreign King in a Saxon country. In 
seeking to control his new conquest he used a combination of military, financial and 
political solutions, as well as creating a positive image of himself as a ruler. The Norman 
cathedrals, of which Durham was one of the leading examples, were crucial in showing this 
positive image, as well as supporting him in his military, financial and political control. 
 
Examiner comment 
This introduction has identified a range of reasons for the building of the Cathedral. 
Level 1, 3 marks. 
 
 
William’s military strength was demonstrated at the Battle of Hastings, where he defeated 
Harold Godwinson’s hardened Saxon army with a combination of clear strategy and 
effective use of his cavalry and archers. This military strength was key in controlling 
England, as rebellions by figures such as Edgar the Atheling and Edric the Wild sprung up 
across the country, and were ruthlessly but effectively put down. William also built over 500 
motte and bailey castles to help protect and control the country militarily, giving a base for 
military commanders and protection for Norman soldiers. Durham cathedral, like many 
other cathedrals of this period, was directly linked to these motte and bailey castles, and 
the military control of England. Its geographical position on high ground next to a bend in 
the river gave it easy protection. Its high tower also aided the Normans in seeing potential 
military threats, particularly from Scotland. Cathedrals were a key part of military strategy, 
although this is not the main reason that they were built. 
 
Examiner comment 
The building of the Cathedral for military reasons is explained here. The historical 
context (the early rebellions) is given, and also specific mention of the site’s 
surroundings. Level 3, 10 marks. 
 
 
In order to control the country the Normans needed to achieve political and economic 
stability. The implementation of the feudal system and the Domesday book both acted to 
establish this, regulating taxation and putting loyal followers in key positions around the 
country. This is evident from William’s appointment of his brother, Bishop Odo, as Duke of 
Kent. Cathedrals were a key part of this system as they acted as bases for religious power. 
Durham, with its Prince Bishops, was a key political as well as religious site, and the 
church taxes (tithes) acted to further stabilise the economy. The Norman Cathedral was 
started after the appointment of William of Calais as the first Prince-Bishop in 1080. 
Durham’s size and position gave political and religious status to the Normans in the north, 
a key issue following the harrying of the North in 1069. This is an important factor, linking 
to military control through its geographical position. However, the most important aspect of 
the cathedrals in controlling England came through the image they presented. 
 
Examiner comment 
A second reason is explained here — to achieve stability. Again, the historical context is 
given, and the idea of the Prince-Bishop is directly linked to the site. This also meets the 
requirement to look at the local and national importance of the site. Level 4, 14 marks. 
 
 
William became king at a time of considerable instability. In 1066 England faced attack 
from several potential contenders for the throne and, despite William’s consistent military 
success, he was never fully stable in his position. The Normans needed to therefore create 
an image of power and stability within the country. The creation of this image was 
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evidenced from the Bayeux tapestry, which depicted the Norman version of the invasion, 
and through the construction of 500 castles, all of which projected an image of power and 
stability. However, cathedrals were the chief architects of this image. These stone 
buildings were enormous, and designed to intimidate and impress a rebelling public. 
Durham is designed on the scale of St Peter’s in Rome, to give the impression of William 
as a new Roman emperor, and its revolutionary architecture and design was constructed 
to show permanence and power. In building cathedrals such as Durham, as well as 
constructing the Cluniac monasteries and Lanfranc’s reforms, William was positioning 
Norman rule on the side of Christianity. Rebelling against him was like rebelling against 
God, and the cathedrals were evidence of this. 
 
Examiner comment 
The typicality of the site is explained with reference to local and national examples. The 
argument that it was built to establish William’s position, in this case through the image 
of power is a sustained argument throughout the answer. Level 5, 18 marks. 
 
 
The most important factor in helping the Normans to control their country was the 
construction of image. These images of positive rule, linked to religious power, supported 
William’s political, military and economic development of the country. Durham Cathedral 
acts as a strong piece of evidence for this image. Its architecture, grandeur and strategic 
position in an area beset by rebellions were key in showing Saxon England the extent of 
Norman authority. That they are still standing and admired today is a testament to the 
success of this strategy. 
 
Examiner comment 
In this conclusion there is an attempt to evaluate the success of the cathedral against 
the reasons for building it. This is not developed, but ties the rest of the answer together 
at the end. Level 5, 19 marks. 

 

 
 

Student Response B 

 The site I have studied is Durham Cathedral. 
 
There are several reasons that a Cathedral was built in Durham, and the first one would be 
to replace the earlier White Church which had been built in 998AD. The White Church had 
been built to house the bones of St Cuthbert after the Benedictine community of 
Lindisfarne had been forced to flee the Farne Islands where they were based, after many 
raids from the Vikings. They settled in Durham, and it quickly became a place of pilgrimage 
due to St Cuthbert’s bones being there, and it was believed that many miracles happened 
after people visited his tomb and left offerings. The remains of the Venerable Bede who is 
known as ‘The Father of English History’ are also in the Cathedral, as well as the head of 
St Oswald. This meant that by 1193 Durham had become a very important religious centre, 
and the bishop of Durham is the fourth most important person in the church hierarchy, and 
so the Norman Cathedral was built to show this. 
 
 
Examiner comment 
The religious reasons for building the cathedral are explained here supported by a good 
level of detail. Level 3, 10 marks. 
 
 
As well as religious reasons for building the cathedral, there were also important military 
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ones as well. After the rebellion and the Harrying of the North in 1069, William built the 
Cathedral and motte and bailey castle in order to establish his control in the North of 
England. By building such a dominating and intimidating cathedral right next to the castle, 
it consolidated his control over the people of the North. This is linked to the idea that the 
bishop of Durham was made a Prince-Bishop which means that not only did he work for 
the church, but he was also supposed to control the North of England for William militarily. 
This means that they were very powerful throughout the whole area, and the size of the 
Cathedral reflects this. 
 
Examiner comment 
The military importance of the cathedral is explained, and linked to the context of the 
Prince-Bishops. Level 4, 13 marks. 
 
 
There are also very important geographical reasons why a Cathedral was built in Durham. 
Durham was a very important northern centre that was close to Scotland, and was 
therefore able to prevent attacks from the Scottish borders as had happened in 1069. The 
Cathedral itself is built above the River Wear on top of a large cliff. The river surrounds the 
Cathedral on three sides which makes it very safe from attack. It also has a very high 
tower, and this means that not only does it dominate the area, but from the top soldiers 
would be able to see as far away as the borders of Scotland. This meant that it was in a 
very strategic position. 
 
Examiner comment 
Specific features of the site are used to explain the geographical reasons for the siting 
of the Cathedral. There is no real evaluation so the answer remains in Level 4, 14 
marks. 
 
 
Overall, I believe that the most important reason for the building of Durham Cathedral was 
for religious reasons. Other cathedrals such as Ely and Winchester were also built at this 
time, so it can be seen how important religion was. Most importantly, however, was that 
the Benedictines needed somewhere to house their really important relics, and the size 
and positioning of the Cathedral was meant to reflect this 
 
Examiner comment 
This conclusion repeats information from earlier, and does not add to the quality of the 
answer. It remains at Level 4, 14 marks. 

 

 

 


