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Chantry Academy, Mallard Way 

Exam Question 

 Explain the importance of your site either locally or nationally, and how typical it is of 
similar sites. Use physical features of the site as well as your own knowledge to support 
your answer. (20 marks) 

 

Total: 20 marks 

 
 

Source 

This question has no sources 

 
 

Mark scheme 

 20 marks plus 5 SPaG marks are available for this question. 
 
Level 1: Identifies relevant points from the site or events at the time. (1–4 marks) 
 
Level 2: Describes relevant points from the site or events at the time. (5–8 marks) 
 
Level 3: Explains one relevant point supported by the site and events at the time. (9–12 
marks) 
 
Level 4: A developed argument and evaluation supported by the site and events at the 
time. (13–16 marks) 
 
Level 5: A sustained argument and evaluation supported by the site and events at the 
time. (17–20 marks) 
 
 
Hints and tips 
You must write down the site you have studied at the start of your answer. 
You need to make specific reference to time periods and dates of changes in your 
answer. 
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Student Response A 

 The site I have studied is the Globe theatre. 
 
The Globe theatre is a site that has held both local and national importance for over four 
centuries and is still a landmark in London today. The theatre has always been important 
within England, as it was one of the earliest purpose-built playhouses in England and 
attracted many large audiences, rich and poor alike. This was important as it was a move 
away from travelling actors to permanent stages; the Globe was one of only four like it in 
London, known as ‘Tudor Jacobean’ theatres which were not common at this time. 
Evidence that the theatre was important when it was first built in 1599 can be seen in the 
way that many of Shakespeare’s plays, including Hamlet, Othello, Lear and Macbeth, had 
their first performances there, all of which proved to be very popular. However, the 
importance of the site did not end in the past, as it was rebuilt in June 1914 after it was 
burnt down, and then reconstructed again in 1997, despite the fact that Shakespeare 
stopped writing plays there after the fire in 1613. The fact that it has been rebuilt and 
reconstructed further reinforces the importance that is given to it, even now, shown by the 
large audiences and tourist crowds that it still draws to this day. Finally, the foundations of 
the Globe itself were discovered beneath a car park in 1989, which is of historical 
importance both locally and nationally because it was one of the only two theatres out of 
the four Tudor-Jacobean theatres ever to be excavated, the other being its neighbour, the 
Rose. Overall, I believe that, while the Globe held great local importance when it was first 
built as crowds flocked to it to watch shows, it was not nationally as recognised due to the 
lack of travel between counties in those times; unless people were in London, the Globe 
would not necessarily affect them or be known to them. The reconstruction of the Globe, 
however, holds a national importance, as a tourist landmark in London. This point is 
supported by the fact that under the Ancient Monuments and Archealogical Areas Act of 
1979 it is said to be of national importance. 
 
 
Examiner comment 
The importance of the site both in the seventeenth century and in the current day is 
explained in this paragraph and supported by specific details. This is a detailed 
explanation. Level 3, 12 marks. 
 
 
On the one hand, the Globe was fairly typical of Tudor-Jacobean theatres in its layout, as 
we can see it had galleries around the theatre, where the more expensive seats would be, 
and a pit in front of the stage, where people could pay a penny for a standing ticket. 
Evidence of the people standing in the pit can be seen in nutshells which were found in the 
preserved dirt during the excavation, left from where the audience would snack on 
hazelnuts and throw the shells to the ground. The amount of seating also supports my 
earlier point, that we can see the Globe attracted large audiences. The layout was also 
very similar to ‘the Theatre’ which was the first permanent theatre in England; this is 
because, when the lease ran out on it, it was torn apart piece by piece and its materials 
were transported down to create the Globe. The materials used to build the first Globe 
were also typical of 1500 London, made out of timber (from the Theatre) and wood. Finally, 
it held many aspects that most theatres did of that time, including the rectangular stage, 
various trapdoors in and around the stage and a balcony for musicians or for plays that 
required an upper space, such as Romeo and Juliet. It was also open air, which was 
typical of Tudor-Jacobean theatres. 
 
Examiner comment 
The typicality of the Globe compared to other theatres is explained and supported by 
details from the site. Level 4, 15 marks. 
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On the other hand, we can tell that there were aspects of the Globe that were not typical of 
the time, the most famous one being its shape. While, up until the excavation, we believed 
the Globe to be round, as was typical of Tudor-Jacobean theatres, the foundations of it 
show it to be more of a polygon, consisting of 20, maybe 18, sides. This was very unusual 
and forward thinking, setting the Globe apart from its neighboring theatres. In addition to 
this, the modern Globe, which is a faithful replica of its predecessor after the excavation 
site was discovered just before final plans were made for its reconstruction, was the first 
thatched roof to be allowed since the Great Fire of London. This would have been typical 
of the theatres back in 1599, but is very atypical now, with provisions such as bricks. 
Overall, I believe that it was partly the fact that the Globe was one of the first, and only of 
its kind that made it so important locally, and its unusual features still keep its name 
prominent today. 
 
Examiner comment 
This is further evaluation of how typical the Globe was and is now, supported by details 
of the site. This is evidence of sustained evaluation. Level 5, 18 marks. 

 

 
 

Student Response B 

 The site I have studied is the Globe theatre. 
 
The Globe theatre was very important when it was first built as Shakespeare held his plays 
there, and so lots of people came to see them. It is also very rare, as it is one of only four 
Tudor-Jacobean playhouses and was one of the first permanent playhouses to be built in 
England; this shows that it is a symbol of a new era of acting, moving from travelling casts 
to theatres. Even though it burnt down in 1613, the fact that it remained important can be 
seen in the way that it was rebuilt in 1614 showing the people of that time still wanted it to 
be around; this shows that it was very important locally as it became part of the culture. It 
is still important today, nationally, as lots of tourists go to see it in London. The fact that it 
was reconstructed after being closed in 1642 by Ordinance shows that it still holds 
historical importance. 
 
 
Examiner comment 
The importance of the Globe theatre is explained here. Level 3, 10 marks. 
 
 
The fact that the Globe is still a tourist attraction could be because it was not built as a 
round theatre, being more of a polygon of 20 or maybe 18 sides. This was very unusual 
unlike similar sites, such as the other three Tudor-Jacobean theatres. However, it does 
have some aspects that were typical of similar sites, such as the trapdoors in the stage 
that actors could appear through, and a big rectangular stage at the front. There was also 
stadium-style seating and a pit at the front for poorer people to stand which was typical of 
these theatres at the time. Overall, I believe that the Globe still holds a lot of importance, 
perhaps because of the fact that many of Shakespeare’s plays were first performed there, 
but also because of its unusual shape. 
 
Examiner comment 
Physical features of the site (its shape) are used to further explain its importance and 
the typicality of the site is explained. The explanations are not detailed and so it remains 
at Level 3, 12 marks. 

 

 

 


