
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Na8m4GPqA30

Understanding the question and 
get the most out of your answers!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Na8m4GPqA30


Propose (or state) Put forward a plan

/ Assess

Box command word
Underline key terms
Glance at marks



Task 1 – what do each of the command words below mean?



Task 2 - BUG these questions



Paper 1 Examples

• Discuss the place-specific causes of your chosen natural weather hazard event (6) 

Hurricane Katrina started as a tropical depression on the 23rd August over the south-eastern Bahamas as 

there were warm ocean temperatures (approximately 26 °C). As it moved west from Florida to the Gulf of 

Mexico the wind speeds intensified and it was declared a category 5 hurricane. Hurricane Katrina’s natural 

weather hazards included the strong winds over Louisiana and Florida, reaching 140mph, and heavy rain, with 

the highest amount in Louisiana of 10-12 inches. 

The Arctic Council is the first international community to include Heads of Indigenous communities which is 

a successful model for sustainable management. This council has focused on energy issues, indigenous 

people, protecting the environment and sustainability. The energy summit every 2 years looks at the 

challenge of providing electricity in the Arctic as well as oil and gas exploration. The Arctic Monitoring and 

Assessment Programme proposed offshore oil and gas guidelines in 2008 and this was important to protect 

the fragile marine environment. 

The Arctic Council have been looking specifically at sustainable development projects for Arctic 

communities and this has included the use and management of natural resources for their food supplies 

(fishing), health and source of money. The potential impact of climate change on these resources has been 

researched with the local people. 

The success of the Artic Council is that they work with Arctic Nations and indigenous communities to 

research and manage issues related to people and the environment for example climate change adaptation. 

• Evaluate the success of your chosen global example of sustainable management in the 
Antarctic or the Arctic (6)



BUG & do these questions:

• Explain how effective two responses 
were to the tectonic event (4)

• Describe the regional distribution of 
tropical storms (2)

• Explain how geomorphic processes 
have shaped your chosen coastal 
landscape (6)

(4)

(2)

(6)

Task 3 - Paper 1 Practice



Paper 2 Examples

A key challenge facing Birmingham is inequality. The city core and the eastern area show higher levels of deprivation 

and ethnic diversity compared to the north and south of the city. The redevelopment in the city has not been 

accessible to everyone and so this has highlighted inequalities and left some communities feeling isolated. 

Sparkbrook has nearly 25% unemployment and nearly 50% of the working population have no qualifications, this 

affects people’s ability to access housing, and what they consume i.e. food. It is not just this which highlights 

inequality but also the impact on people’s lives which can include lower educational levels and rising debt. 

Ethiopia has received aid from charities and other NGOs for over thirty years. About five million people receive food 

aid every year. There are also longer term aid projects such as ‘Goat Aid’ which is operated by Oxfam. This is 

targeted at young girls to provide them with income and status via the ownership of goats. This has helped the 

development of Ethiopia as the ‘Girl Effect’ helps young girls to avoid problems like forced marriage, unplanned 

pregnancies and poverty. They can play fuller roles in society which supports equality and reduces birth rates. Food 

aid helps reduce the problem of hunger, however this could hinder development if people become dependent on 

food aid. 

• For an Advanced Country (AC) city you have studied, explain how one contemporary 
challenge affects life in the city (6)

• For a Low-Income Developing Country (LIDC) you have studied, to what extent has 
international aid or debt relief helped its development? (6)

Ethnic groups in the UK have made significant contributions to cultural life through their food. Curry is now a popular 

food throughout the UK. Some places are famous for curry, such as the Balti Triangle in the city of Birmingham or 

Brick Lane in London which is known as the ‘curry mile’. Balti is a style of curry, cooked and served in an iron wok. 

Originally, Balti was brought to Birmingham by immigrants from the Kashmir region of Pakistan. 

There are now over fifty restaurants serving Balti dishes in the Balti Triangle. Balti style curries are now widespread 

across the UK, including cooking sauces in most UK food shops and supermarkets. Other ethnic groups have also 

contributed to the UK’s cultural life through their food. Examples include food from India, China and Italy. 

• Discuss the contribution ethnic groups make to the cultural life of the UK through either 
food or media or fashion (6)



BUG & do these questions:

• State two pull factors which cause 
rapid urbanization in LIDCs (2)

• Using Fig. 2, describe the pattern of 
development by country 
classifications (3)

• Assess how far food security has 
been achieved at a local scale in 
your chosen country (6)

(2)

(3)

(6)

Task 4 - Paper 2 Practice



(3)

(1)

(2)

(2)

(2)

Task 5 – Fieldwork questions 
practice

BUG these questions:

• Using the extract above, explain one 
fieldwork technique which could be used 
to identify social impacts of climate 
change (3)

• Suggest one improvement that could be 
made to the data presentation technique 
(1)

• Explain the suitability of one data 
presentation for your physical fieldwork 
enquiry (2)

• Suggest an additional quality of life factor 
that could have been observed and 
recorded. Explain your choice (2)

• For a human geography fieldwork 
investigation which you have completed, 
explain how you have processed data 
from your own fieldwork (2)



Fieldwork Questions 
the big ones 

• State your fieldwork question or hypothesis 
(1)

• Critically evaluate the methods you used to 
collect your data (8+3)

• To what extent were the enquiry processes 
effective in helping you carry out your 
physical geography fieldwork? (8+3)

My investigation was into the quality of life in different wards in 

south Derby. My hypothesis was that quality of life will improve 

with distance away from the city centre. 

On the field visit I observed and recorded a range of evidence 

about quality of life, such as housing quality, litter, graffiti and 

vandalism. This evidence was scored on a 1-5 scale with 1 being 

the worst score. This gave me useful data to compare the quality 

of life in the different wards. However, the scoring was very 

subjective and may have been biased by my opinion of the area 

and comparison with where I live. Furthermore, we only sampled 

three streets in each ward, these may not have been typical of the 

area as a whole. This means that the results obtained about the 

quality of life for each area may not be comprehensive and 

accurate. The secondary data was taken from Derby City Council’s 

Neighbourhood profiles. This gave an insight into aspects of 

quality of life that cannot be observed. However for Chellaston

there is no data for primary pupils achieving level 4, which 

hindered a comparison with the other wards for education 

My physical fieldwork was carried out at The River Ise in 

Northamptonshire. The enquiry process started with the enquiry 

question, it was important that this was a question which could 

be investigated in the field. I used a hypothesis as a testable 

question so I wouldn’t just get a yes / no answer which was 

better for analysis. My data collection was at the River Ise where 

I gathered data on river velocity, channel width and depth and 

bedload samples which were all relevant to my hypothesis. 

Critically reflecting on my data collection, I found that some sites 

were difficult to access due to vegetation. I needed to repeat 

readings at least 3 times to get averages for improved accuracy 

however this was challenging on site as the river channel was 

narrow. It was important to have at least 10 sets of data so that I 

could analyse results and show relationships between the 

variables such as velocity and channel area. 



• ‘Reservoirs are a successful strategy for dealing with water stress.’ Using Fig. 7, Fig. 8 and your own 
understanding, to what extent do you agree with this statement? (12)

• Study Fig. 9 … Discuss the potential impact of the new developments on ways of life in Polegate (6)

Paper 3 Examples

Arlington Reservoir is a large surface store of water at 49 hectares. It only supplies three small towns, although it 

is in an area of water stress in the UK. Water levels can be monitored in the reservoir, if it goes beneath 3.5m 

litres it can be raised to meet demand. Fig. 8 shows the wide range of demands on water which are not all 

supplied by reservoirs e.g. agriculture. The figure also shows that the demand for water will increase due to 

population growth and house building so current reservoirs may not be able to cope with the demand. Climate 

change puts pressure on the water stores like Arlington Reservoir but also underground as there is lower rainfall 

for recharge. 

It is easier to recharge reservoirs than it is underground stores of water however this may still not meet the 

needs of people in water stress areas particularly in the South East of the UK. Reservoirs are often not used on 

their own to deal with water stress, there could be hosepipe bans or water metres to decrease use and conserve 

water. Reservoirs are not a ‘quick fix’ to water stress as they take time to build and in the meantime there could 

have been a period of drought. Water stress does not affect the whole of the UK it is very much focused on the 

South East and so where there is higher rainfall in the north for example, some of the water could be transferred 

to areas in need. 

The new public transport developments in Polegate such as the quality bus corridor will allow more people to 

use public transport. Increases in reliability and frequency of public transport mean that people would be more 

likely to use this facility to commute to work in Eastbourne. It is the affordability of the transport which can have 

an impact on peoples way of life. 

Energy efficient housing could save people money as the houses retain more heat so they would potentially 

have more money for leisure pursuits. The new housing development to the west of the railway line on the map 

also has a community and leisure centre encouraging people to participate in activities in the local area, this 

develops community spirit. 



(3)

(6)

Task 6 – Paper 3 practice

BUG these questions:

• Using data, compare the population 
density of the South Downs National Park 
and the Lake District National Park (3)

• Using evidence from Figs 1b, 2, 3, 4 and 5, 
explain what characteristics make the 
South Downs’ landscape distinctive (6)

• Explain how land use has created an issue 
of housing shortages in the UK (3)

(3)



BUG these questions:

• Using information from…

– Assess whether the challenges of housing 
and water supply have been met so far by 
the authorities in South East England.

– Propose and justify one initiative or idea that 
could be considered to make living in South 
East England more sustainable for the future. 
(12+3)

Paper 3 Examples (cont’d)
I believe that the challenges of the South 

East of the UK have been met to a small 

extent regarding housing provision overall. 

In Polegate, and similar areas, there have 

been large scale housing developments 

which have, to a larger extent, been more 

economically and environmentally 

sustainable through the use of energy 

efficient design and incorporating new job 

opportunities into developments. However, 

this has not addressed the fact that the 

South East has, as outlined in question 3, 

the 8.1% increase in population in this area 

and the shortfall of 0.4 million homes, many 

of which will be needed in this area. 

Ideas for sustainable living could include: 

renewable energy sources, transport 

improvements, protecting more areas as 

national parks or reserves and waste 

management. 

These methods would be appropriate as 

they…


