
Timeline Homework: Life in Nazi Germany 1933-45 

 

Remembering Dates 

Simply think of a term that rhymes with your date. Make sure your rhyme is a little silly and that it paints a strong picture 
in your head. 
You can leave off the century, so that 1933, the starting date for Hitler becoming Chancellor, becomes 33. 
Example: 

 33 = Climbed the tree 
Imagine Hitler climbing a tree to get what he wants. It may sound silly, but it works! 
 
More Examples: 
1942 was the date of the date of the Wannsee Conference. To remember this, you could think: 

 42 = No one knew 
You can just picture the secret meeting where no documents were kept and the ‘Jewish Question’ was discussed. 
1945 marks the end of the war in Europe. 

 45= Worlds Collide 
For this image, think of allied soldiers meeting with Soviet ones in Berlin. 
 
The most important element of this method is to come up with a great, amusing image. The funnier it is, the more 
memorable it will be. If possible, come up with a little story to connect all your mental images. 
If you have trouble coming up with a rhyme or have a lot of connected information to remember, you could set the 
information to a song. If you are musically inclined, you could make up your own song. More often it is easier to replace 
the words to a song you already know well.  

 

Date Event 
30th January 1933 Hitler appointed Chancellor of Germany by President Hindenburg 

27th February 1933 The Reichstag Fire. A fire which broke out at the Reichstag building 
was blamed on the Communist Party (KPD). As a result the KPD, 
which was the second largest party in Germany, was banned.  The 
banning of the Communist party gave the Nazis a clear majority in 
government. 

23rd March 1933 Enabling Act gave Hitler power to make laws without consulting the 
Reichstag for a period of four years 

30th June 1934 The Night of the Long Knives – 150 leaders of the Stormtroopers SA 
were executed. Many members of the SA were committed socialists 
and demanded that Nazi policy embrace socialist aims. This was not 
a direction the Nazis wished to follow so the SA were eliminated. 

15th September 
1935 

Nuremburg Laws defined German citizenship. Relationships 
between Jews and Aryans were banned. 

9th – 10th  
Nov- 1938 

Kristallnacht – Jewish shops and synagogues were destroyed. 
Following the event the Jewish population was fined for the 
destruction. 

1st September 
1939 

Hitler invaded Poland using Blitzkrieg (lightning war) tactics. 
Although the Poles fought back they were quickly defeated and 
Poland was occupied. Britain declares war two days later. 

20th January 1942 Wannsee Conference approved plans for the ‘Final Solution’. 

4th March 1943 First allied bombing raid on German cities 

20th July 1944 July Bomb Plot failed attempt to assassinate Hitler. 

30th April 1945 Hitler committed suicide 

2nd May 1945 Germany surrendered ending the war in Europe 


