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Introduction 
 
This is a hugely important time for students in Year 8.  The decisions that are 
about to be made will have a tremendous impact on what happens in the next 
five years and beyond. 
 
These choices should not simply be seen as impacting upon learning in years 
9,10 and 11.  The raising of the participation age (RPA) means all students 
must stay in education until they are at least 18, so the choices made now are 
likely to influence learning from the ages of 14-19. 
 
It is vitally important that these choices are made with a clear focus on the 
future, thinking about aspirations and potential career preferences, together 
with the subjects which are of interest. 
 
Changes to examinations in recent years have placed a greater emphasis on 
the quality of written English (through marks for Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar) and this must be considered when making choices. 
 
It is important to keep as many opportunities as possible available when 
making these choices and students will each receive a 1-2-1 meeting to 
discuss the possibilities and how these relate to future opportunities. 
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Guidance on Making Choices 
 
Will I get my first choices? 
 
Whilst we endeavour to provide all students with their first choices this is not 
always possible.  This can be for a number of reasons: 

• Insufficient students have opted for the course, so it is not able to run. 

• Too many students have opted for the course and there are not 
sufficient places in the groups we are able to staff (in this case we look 
at the combination of courses we can offer individual students in 
deciding who is accepted on the course). 

• Two subjects have been selected which will end up being taught at the 
same time.                                       

• A course is not suitable for the student. 
 
In order that we can provide the best selection of subjects for each student it 
is vital that careful consideration is given to the selection of the four first 
choice subjects and the four reserve choices and the order in which these are 
selected. 
 
Some advice on making choices 
 

• Find out about the courses by reading this booklet, attending the Year 
8 Careers Event and Parents Evening, and listening to the talks in 
assembly. 

 

• Ask your present subject teacher, or the teacher responsible for the 
subject, if you would like more information on a particular course.  

 

• Talk to students currently taking the course. 
 

• Choose subjects you enjoy and are good at. Don’t choose subjects 
simply because your friends have chosen them, or because you like 
the teacher. What is best for your friends may not be best for you, and 
you may have a different teacher next year. 

 

• Discuss your choices with the people who know you well: 
o Parents – know you best as a person. 
o Tutor – knows your overall performance in school. 
o Subject teachers – know about your individual subject abilities. 

 
Once the final choices have been made and students have been allocated to 
courses there is little opportunity for any changes to be made.   
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Core Subjects 
 
 
All students will study courses in the core subjects of English, Mathematics, 
Science and Physical Education.  
 
Students will also continue to study Geography, History, Social Ethics and 
either French or German in Year 9, before choosing which two to take in 
Years 10 and 11. 
 
The importance of the core subjects for future progression into college, sixth 
form and employment are high, with many courses seeing it as a requirement 
to have achieved good grades in these subjects. 
 
All of the core subjects are mandatory and there is no opportunity for students 
to opt out of them for any reason. 
 
 
Preference Subjects 
 
 
In addition to the core subjects, students must make a selection from option 
block below: 
 

CORE (Mandatory) Preference   
(Choose 2 + 1 reserve) 

English Language 
English Literature 
Geography  
History  
Maths 
Modern Foreign Languages* 
PE 
Science  
Social Ethics 
 
(*Either French or German) 
 

3D Design 
Art 
Child Development 
Computer Science 
Creative iMedia 
Drama 
Hospitality and Catering 
Music 
Performing Arts (Dance) 
Sport 
Textile Design 

Students are unable to take 3D Design, Art and Textile Design together due to 
the similar nature of the course. 
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Preference Subjects 
 
In addition to the core subjects all students will follow up to three additional 
courses.  
 
One of these subjects will be French or German, the other two from the wide 
selection of open subjects. 
 
 
Students will not be formally assessed in Year 9. The purpose is to provide 
students with the opportunities to further develop key skills such as the fine 
motor co-ordination need for Art and Textiles, the voice projection and clarity 
needed in Drama and the time needed to explore different instruments in 
music – this is by no means exhaustive. 
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3D Design 
During year 9 you will begin to focus more closely on the skills needed to 
become a successful 3D designer. The year will be devoted to practising and 
improving your sketching, drawing, and designing skills. You will also be 
learning and practising how to research and analyse the work of a number of 
different designers and artists. You will learn some new and revisit production 
skills at various points to experiment with techniques so that you are fully 
prepared and equipped for the GSCE to begin. 
 

Art 
The art course will allow you to explore artists creative 
styles and their works, analyse you own work and the work 
of others. You will experiment with art materials and 
develop skills through problem solving, creative thinking, 
investigation, research, communication and teamwork 
skills, and gain the ability to develop, refine and present 
ideas. You will select firsthand imagery through 
photography and draw in various materials from these 
observations. This will then lead you to create a final 
outcome. The lessons are fast paced, and time will go 
quickly, there will also be homework tasks set so you can 
investigate ideas and become an independent learner. 

Child Development 
In this new subject you will be begin to learn how young children grow and 
develop.  You will look at how growth is measured and how external factors 
could affect development.  You will also begin to explore how children learn 
through play.  You will work on developing your assignment writing and exam 
skills in preparation for completing the BTEC Tech award assignments 
starting early in year 9. 
 

Computer Science 
Computer Science is the study of how computers 
work and has a key focus on programming. In Year 
9 we will continue to learn and build confidence in 
the Python programming language taught in Year 8. 
We will learn the basics of programming and even 
begin development of our own software, coded 
video games and use our skills to program motors 

and robotic parts. We also learn about the theoretical aspects of computers 
which include networks, computer hardware, computing mathematics and 
algorithms.  
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Creative iMedia 
Year 9 focuses on the practical and theoretical skills involved with traditional 
and new media which includes planning for and creating films, television 
programs, digital and print publishing, computer games, websites, augmented 
reality and virtual reality experiences. Each unit of work focuses on real world 
situations and job roles so you can begin to discover the huge range of career 
opportunities that are available in the Media  
 

Drama  
In year 9 we understand that we haven’t 
quite developed all the skills and 
understanding needed to start your GCSE. 
So, we use this year and skills builder and 
development. In your first term of year 9 we 
will study a Shakespearean play text and 
look at the language and characters and 
how to take this from page to stage. You will 
then participate in a performance at Dance 

East with other schools. This will be your first performance opportunity.  
In the Spring term we will study a range of practitioners, style, genre and 
techniques to support you in devising a range of theatre. You will then have 
the opportunity to produce a performance piece to share. 
In the summer term we will look at a set text. We will deepen our 
understanding of Social, Historical, Political and cultural context, character 
development, language, set and costume. You will look at developing written 
responses through a mix of practical and theory exercises. At the end of the 
summer term you will present your ideas and perform an extract of the play. 
Throughout your year 9 journey you will have the opportunity to work with 
visiting Drama practitioners, attend trips and work with various people such as 
students from other schools, theatre practitioners and other teachers, you will 
also be introduced to a range of careers within the arts that we hope will 
inspire you to study further. 
 

Hospitality and Catering 
During year 9 Hospitality and Catering you will experience a 
mix of theory learning and practical skills. The theory 
learning will give you an introduction into the Hospitality and 
Catering industry, how it works, who works within it, food 
related illness, safety and nutrition. In practical work you will 
learn new and embed the skills already learned to enable to 
you produce some healthy and nutritious meals. You will 
place all of this learning into an end of year project to 
prepare you for the GCSE ahead. 
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Music 
In year 9 Music, we develop skills in performing, 
composing and listening. You will work in bands 
and on your own and look at different styles of 
music such as pop music and film music. Every 
week, you will have a 30-minute lesson on an 
instrument, and you will perform on this instrument 
to others throughout the year. 
 

 Performing Arts (Dance) 
In year 9 Dance we explore a range of skills. We develop our flexibility, 
stamina, technique, confidence and creativity. In the autumn term we will 
focus on pushing ourselves to the limits, learning a range of warm up 
exercises and technique work to develop and strengthen our work in specific 
styles.  
In the Spring term we will develop our creativity and learning of professional 
rep as we study a range of Choreographers and learn their Professional rep, 
such as Kate Prince, Alvin Ailey, Bob Fosse, Boy Blue, Jasmin Vardimon etc. 
Students will learn stylistic qualities and develop dance works to then perform 
in the annual Dance Showcase. In the summer term students will further 
develop their creative flare through workshops where students are given a 
range of stimuli to create work. You will reflect on your progress and set 
yourself targets to complete. Throughout 
your year 9 journey you will have the 
opportunity to work with visiting Dance 
practitioners, attend trips and work with 
various people such as students from 
other schools, theatre practitioners and 
other teachers, you will also be introduced 
to a range of careers within the arts that 
we hope will inspire you to study further. 

Sport  
During year 9 you will focus on the theory and 
practical side of PE and Sport.  You will look 
at different sporting provisions throughout the 
year alongside the components of fitness and 
how they relate to sport.  Although you will still 
do some practical sessions, many of your 
lessons will be theory and classroom 
based.  You will work on developing your 
assignment writing and exam skills in 

preparation for completing the BTEC Tech award assignments starting early 
in year 9.   
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Textile Design  
During year 9 you will begin to focus more 
closely on the skills needed to become a 
successful Textile designer. You will practice 
using the sewing machine and discover many 
more of its functions, you will also learn and 
practise more hand production 
techniques.  You will begin to learn and 
practice how to research and analyse the 
work of a number of textile designers so that 
you can focus your practical work on them. 
You will also practice and improve drawing 
and sketching techniques in readiness for the GCSE course in the years 
ahead. 
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Chantry Academy – Year 8 Preference Form 2023 
 
Student Name  Tutor group  

 
All students will study courses in the core subjects of: English Language and 
English Literature, Mathematics, Science, Physical Education, History, 
Geography, Social Ethics, and a language. 
 
 
Mark your choice with a 1, 2 and a reserve choice with an ‘R’. 

 
 
 
 

 
Signed ……………………………………………. (Parent/Guardian)  Date………………. 

Signed ……………………………………………. (Student)                 Date………………. 

 
 
All forms must be returned by 3:00pm Friday 10 February and handed in 
to Mr Moseley. One to one meetings will then take place with some 
students to discuss options if needed. 
 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
 
 
Date Received:  

CORE (Mandatory) Preference 2 - choose 2 and 1 reserve 
(R) 

English Language 
English Literature 
Geography  
History  
Maths 
Modern Foreign Languages* 
PE 
Science  
Social Ethics 
 
(*Either French or German) 

3D Design 
Art 
Child Development 
Computer Science 
Creative iMedia 
Drama 
Hospitality and Catering 
Music 
Performing Arts (Dance) 
Sport 
Textile Design 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

French  

German  


